DOI: 10.17846/SHN.2019.23.5.207-213

INTERCULTURAL CODES IN THE EUROPEAN
CIVILIZATION PREHISTORY"'

Egon WIEDERMANN

s 2 e

WIEDERMANN, Egon. Interkultarne kédy v prehistérii europskej civilizacie. Na sklonku doby kamen-
nej sa populdcie sidliace v zdpadnom vnttrokarpatskom priestore (zhruba tizemie dnesného Slovenska)
dostali do kultarneho kontaktu s vychodnym eurazijskym svetom. Stadia analyzuje rozsah eurazijského
kultarneho pradenia a jeho prejav na sledovanom tizemi. Nositelia novych civiliza¢nych ohlasov z vy-
chodu sa prezentovali ako vynimo¢na inokrajinna kulttrna zlozka, symbolizovana svojskym vyzdobnym
dekoérom (Sntarovy ornament), aplikovanym na keramike miestnych kultar od mladsSej doby kamennej az
po mladsiu dobu bronzovt. Snirova identita tak pretrvala v prehistorickom kultdrnom vyvoji severozé-
padného vnuatrokarpatského teritoria takmer celé jedno tisicrocie.
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Introduction

In this treatise our attention has been focused on a remarkable intercultural phenomenon
of European prehistory. It is a pottery surface complement that resembles cord imprints
and appears on ceramic vessels made during the Late Neolithic up to the Bronze Age. In a
simplified way, it was named the corded ornament and it got to the centre of research via
archaeology that, inspired by the decoration pattern, has named its bearers the Corded Ware
culture. Regarding its duration and dispersal, the corded phenomenon space-time model can
take almost a thousand years from the end of Aeneolithic up to the Middle Bronze Age and
in prehistory of European communities it can be classified as a cultural complex with many
local groups.

Goal and Methodology

Our research has been concentrated only on a part of the spacious territory that was
occupied by the corded pottery bearers on the European continent - the north, inner west
Carpathian space. The reason is that in this space in the vicinity of the south-west border of
Corded Ware cultural complex which, regarding its geography, is almost identical with the
present-day Slovakia, no settlement structure of these cultures has been clearly identified yet.
It looks like - in spite of the vast occupied area from Ural through southern Scandinavia, the
Carpathians and Alpine lakes up to the Atlantic Ocean - the corded ware cultural complex
interfered in the cultural development in inner Carpathians only marginally as there is only
one site known up to now (Paviik 1981). Regarding numerous archaeological finds we can
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state, however, that the corded identity bearers had their extraordinary position in this space.
In spite of the fact that they did not form a continuous population structure here in the end of
the Stone Age they created an integral part of local communities and they were the identity
that preserved its exclusivity in this territory in the long term. This is proved by unusual
finds of pottery decorated with corded patterns that were revealed in pottery filling of the
whole range of local west Carpathian prehistoric communities.

The corded identity entry and its long-lasting existence in cultural milieu of the local
prehistoric west Carpathian communities was of complementary character. Considering its
initial forms, genetic origin of which can be found in the Pit Grave culture, Corded Ware
culture, Chlopice-Veselé culture and East Slovakian Tumulus culture (Bdtora/Markovai/Vladar
2003; Budinskyj-Kricka 1965; Paviik/Siska 1980; Vladdr 2008) through its progressing forms in
the Baden culture, JeviSovice culture, Kostolac culture (Némejcovi-Paviikova 1970; Nevizinsky
1999; Sojak 2001; 2007; Struhar 2001; 2003; Sutekovd 2006), Bosaca culture (gutekovd 2010,
Wiedermann 2003; 2004; 2013), Kosihy-Caka-Maké culture (Nevizdnsky 2001; Viaddr 1966) and
Nyirség-Zatin culture (Vladdr 1970) and at last in the Nitra culture, Kogtany culture, Unétice
culture, Litzenkeramik culture and Carpathian Tumulus culture (Benkovsky-Pivovarovd/
Chropovsky 2015; Dusek 1969; Furmanek et al. 2015; Kuzma 1982; OZddni 2010; Pavik 1981), the
corded identity character in the milieu of autochthonous inner Carpathian communities is
more or less exotic.

According to the recent archaeological research, beginnings of the corded phenomenon
in the west Carpathian environment are closely linked with the late Baden culture phase,
in layers of which J. Vladdr (2008) has classified it as a cultural-ethnic Eurasian interference
in eastern and southern Slovakia (Kosice-Barca I, Drevenik, Stranska). Classification of the
corded ornament from northern Slovakia into the identical chronological and cultural layer has
been determined by setting its unequivocal origin. Its presence in Spis enclaves of the Baden
culture is usually explained by its transmission from eastern (Ko$ice-Barca I) or southern
(Stranska) regions of the inner Carpathians and more recently also by contacts with outside
Carpathian zone (Horvitovd 2010; Horvdthovd/Nevizinsky 2017; Sojik 2001). Translation of the
corded ornament into the regions under the Tatras from the turbulent hetero-cultural milieu
of the western Carpathians cannot be excluded however. Here in the same time period the
corded ornament was used on pottery of the Early Aeneolithic cultural complex (Duris 2005;
Malcek 2013; Neémejcovd-Paviikovd 1985; 1988; Sutekovd 2006; Wiedermann 2003; 2004), whose
contacts with northern Slovakia and southern Poland have been sufficiently proven already
(Bdtora 1983; Tocik 1970; Zastawny 2006). Final shapes of the corded ornament on the territory
under study have been recorded on pottery dated to the terminating Early Bronze Age and
incipient Middle Bronze Age.

Corded Identity

The new corded identity was transposed to the west Carpathian cultural milieu by vario-
us population movements as a foreign cultural interference that was formally manifested as
an ornamental element on pottery surface (the corded ornament); spiritually it was an un-
known and subconscious structure of thinking (the corded episteme). In duration of almost
a thousand years here its bearers preserved their extraordinary position (uniqueness, small
size and rarity) from its beginning in the turn of early metallic ages (Late Stone Age) up to its
extinction (turn of the Early and Late Bronze Age).

Regarding prehistoric sources, the corded identity genesis and source code can be hy-
pothetically searched for in Early Aeneolithic cultures of east Europe. After the corded or-
nament had penetrated the inner Carpathian space, it developed into numerous variations
(fig. 1), which can be compared to their original Eurasian milieu (Lagodovska/Saposnikova/
Makarevic 1962). In spite of the fact that the corded identity had carried a strong inertial ener-
gy with it that helped the corded phenomenon survive in the west Carpathian communities
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Fig. 1. Samples of corded decoration (ornament) on pottery in the Late Aeneolithic (4-16) up to the
turn of the Early and Middle Bronze Age (1-3) as a formal manifestation of the corded identity
in the milieu of local inner Carpathian communities. Author: E. Wiedermann

for almost one millennium it did not became dominant in the inner Carpathian milieu. The
local west Carpathian heterogeneous cultural standard remained prevailing, within which
the corded identity was a minority foreign culture component.

As the spiritual layer of the corded identity in the west Carpathian territory is almost in-
visible for archaeology and we can deduce its contours (traditions, customs, spiritual culture
as the whole) only hypothetically mainly from various aspects of its funeral rite in the genetic
Eurasian environment, let us ponder upon its visible manifestation - the corded ornament.
Considering this, it can bring along numerous questions about its function and meaning for
both its bearers and the contact local Carpathian communities, into which the corded subjects
could integrate and last parallelly in the long run.

In addition to the option of explaining the corded ornament meaning in almost clearly
practical and technical way, e.g. as a measure unit signature known in a cord form in the an-
cient milieu already (Novotny 1956, 1068), or as a socio-group etalon in the epoch of substan-
tial technological changes, another meaning levels of the corded ornament can be in quest.

Besides the already mentioned alternatives there are more possibilities of its interpretation
in other spheres of research. Very attractive one seems to be an explication of the corded iden-
tity meaning in wider semiotic field, within which the corded ornament could bear/mediate
an information/references to its creator or community integrated in a local autochthonous
community. Hence, its identity was individual and collective one. In some cases investiga-
tion of archetypal structures is a way to look for extent of contacts of outwardly isolated com-

munities (Washburn 1983) or for social differences that are founded e.g. on ethnic affiliation
(Krekovic 1996).
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The scope of semiotic contemplations can be expanded further. In the environment of
inner Carpathian communities of the Late Stone Age and Early Bronze Age, the identity of
the corded ornament creator, i.e. his affiliation (foreign but established member) to another
- originally “corded” community could be manifested repeatedly in the milieu of local socio-
-group identity. The same situation could be in the case of family bonds, i.e. affiliation to a
certain family line. The key information - a sign, evolved just via information link - a symbol.
While the symbol is more unambiguous and representing exclusivity within a local commu-
nity (we/they), the sign is more universal. On a particular item (vessel) it can simultaneously
bear information about the symbol itself and information e.g. about utility parameters of the
vessel.

Outside of the above mentioned considerations on practical and formal or semiotic mea-
ning levels, the corded identity is worth studying from the point of view of palaeosociology.
In this process numerous researches from the sphere of micro-cultural relations, intercultu-
ral intersections, social relations and phenomena of prehistoric European communities can
be used, first of all are proves of existence of particular traditions that are reflected also on
pottery material and which are considered an evidence of matrilinearity as in some commu-
nities under study only women and daughters made pottery and they brought their tech-
niques with them to a new location after they had been married (the Arkana tribe). Similarly
remarkable in this sphere are also discoveries made during searching for reasons of pottery
decoration changes. In the case of more long-lasting settled communities the decoration is
more varying and richer than on short-lasting settlements (the Woodland cultural circle).
The research projects in question (Krekovic 1996) that are typical by their new archaeological
approach and focused mainly on the sphere of pottery sociology can be interesting sources
of prehistoric parallels.

Not less remarkable results can be discovered by studying the corded identity in the con-
text of palaeogenetic research, first of all of the mtDNA research in determination of parental
bond or of the so-called double-parental DNA locus for determination of potential kinship.
Analyses of local specific ratio of strontium isotopes can prove a region of birth, stay and
migration as well. On a necropolis of the Corded Ware culture in Eulau origin of children di-
rectly from the community was identified in contrast with women whose dissimilar isotope
values indicated their origin in entirely different region (Haak 2008). The results are not only
evidence of existence of possible exogamous marriages and probable looking for bride in
foreign kinship communities to preserve genetic health of the family but they are also proves
of immigration and identity of women (and potentially also pottery techniques) and of strong
family bonds emphasizing a nuclear family.

Conclusion

Based on the above mentioned, the corded identity in the milieu of complex inner
Carpathian cultural development in the terminating Stone Age can be seen as a result of
trans-territorial response of Eurasian widely extended cultures, the Pit Grave culture and
later the Corded Ware culture above all. In the end of Aeneolithic, locally sedentarised com-
munities in the inner Carpathians formed small agricultural settlements with less developed
communication system. These relatively enclosed communities, which accepted reflections
of new life organization and mainly new ideology from the East (Strahm 2002), could evol-
ve into several hetero-communities (Wiedermann 2004) with self-identification bodies under
the incipient civilization changes (Metallicum). However, in the milieu of swelling Eurasian
impulses and metallic activities the local Carpathian communities preserved their cultural
identity and original agrarian ground.

In this context we have to observe again that the intercultural phenomenon of the corded
identity did not appear to be a social domain in the cultural world of the west Carpathian
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communities in the terminating Stone Age. On the contrary, it was a distant civilization epis-
teme that the most probably preserved its leading position for almost a thousand years here.
This unknown and subconscious structure of thinking that was characterised perhaps by its
social exclusivity and in the long run symbolised by the corded ornament lasted in the tur-
bulent hetero-cultural milieu of the frontier line between the north-east and south cultural
complexes for the entire Top Metallicum period.
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RESUME

Interkultarne kédy v prehistérii eurépskej civilizacie

V zéaverec¢nych stadiach starého praveku sa populacie sidliace v severozapadnych vnator-
nych Karpatoch (zhruba tizemie dnesného Slovenska) dostavali do ¢oraz uzsieho kultarneho
kontaktu s vychodnym euroazijskym svetom. Stidia analyzuje dobu a rozsah euroazijského
kultarneho pradenia a jeho prejav na uvedenom tizemi. Nositelia novych civilizaénych ohla-
sov z vychodu sa prezentovali ako vynimoc¢na inokrajinna kultarna zlozka, symbolizovana
svojskym vyzdobnym dekérom (Sntrovy ornament), aplikovanym na keramike miestnych
kulttr z prelomu najstarsich metalickych dob. Sntrova identita tak pretrvala v prehistoric-
kom kulttrnom spektre zdpadného vnatrokarpatského teritéria od obdobia mladsej baden-
skej kultary az po zaver episntrového kultarneho komplexu takmer celé jedno tisicrocie.

Sntrovt identitu mozno v prostredi zlozitého vnutrokarpatského kultdrneho vyvoja
na konci doby kamennej vnimat ako dosledok transteritoridlnej odozvy eurazijskych priesto-
rovo Siroko rozvinutych kultar, predovsetkym jamovej a neskor kultary so $narovou ke-
ramikou. Miestne sedentarizované spolocenstva tvorili na sklonku eneolitu vo vnatornych
Karpatoch malé, polnohospodarsky orientované osady, s menej rozvinutym komunika¢nym
systémom. Z tychto relativne uzatvorenych komunit, zachytéavajtcich ohlasy nového orga-
niza¢ného, hlavne vSak ideového podkladu z vychodu sa v dosledku nastupujtcich civiliza¢-
nych zmien mohli ¢asom vyvinat viaceré heterospolocenstva so sebaidentifikacnymi zloz-
kami. V prostredi silnejacich eurazijskych impulzov a metalickych aktivit si vSak miestne
karpatské komunity zachovéavali svoj kultarny habitus a povodny agrarny zéaklad.

Je zrejmé, Zze v kultdrnom svete spolocenstiev severozapadnych vnatornych Karpat
na konci doby kamennej sa tento interkultarny prienik neprejavil ako celospolocenska do-
ména, ale skor naopak, ako vzdialena civiliza¢na epistéma, ktord si tu s najvacsou pravdepo-
dobnostou takmer tisicrocie uchovala svoju identitu. Tato nezndma a podvedoma struktara
myslenia, charakteristickd azda socialnou vylu¢nostou a dlhodobo symbolizovana sniro-
vym ornamentom, pretrvala v turbulentnom heterokultdrnom prostredi hrani¢nej zény se-
verovychodnych a juznych kultarnych komplexov, celé vrcholné obdobie metalika.

Obrazova priloha
Obr. 1. Priklad $ntrovej vyzdoby na keramike v neskorom eneolite (4-16) az prelomu

starSej a strednej doby bronzovej (1-3) ako manifestdcie $ntirovej identity v oblasti lokdlnych
vnutrokarpatskych komunit.
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