
/67/

FROM LATIN TO HUNGARIAN.

TRANSFORMING OF OFFICIAL WRITTEN PRACTICE  

IN THE MARKET-TOWNS OF HEGYALJA  

FROM THE 14TH TO THE 17TH CENTURY1

László Szabolcs GULYÁS

University of Nyíregyháza
Department of History and Philosophy

Sóstói út 31/b.
H-4400 Nyíregyháza

Hungary
gulyaslsz@freemail.hu

-

 Štúdia sa zaoberá úradnou písomnou 
kultúrou vo vybranom regióne stredovekého Uhorska. Toto územie sa nazýva Hegyalja. Nachá-

-

 stredoveké Uhorsko; stredoveký región Hegyalja; stredoveké trhové mestá; vydá-

 Medieval Hungary; Medieval Hegyalja Region; Medieval Market-Towns; Issuing of 

-
ments in the Kingdom of Hungary at the end of the Middle Ages (before 1526). 

villa, possessio oppidum
the cities (civitas
which began in the 14th century.2

1

of Sátoraljaújhely) for giving me photocopies of some charters from the collection kept in the 
Archives of Sátoraljaújhely.
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town or a simple and unimportant village.

th to the 14th century. The inhab-

sources as guests (hospites
-

ties.4

secular or ecclesiastical landlords by the end of the 14th or the beginning of the 
15th 5

new and special type of urban settlements in the medieval Kingdom of Hungary. 
They were obviously mentioned in medieval charters as real cities (civitas

6 
th-15th

settlement network resulted in the emergence of another new urban category in 

-

3 The early urbanized towns in the Arpadian era are either considered as western-type „proto-ur-
-
-

-
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-

-

-
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Štúdie a články/Articles/Studien

These settlement categories (villa, oppidum, civitas) have some common and 

owned usually by the king were the regional centres of commerce and handicraft 

7 
they were much more urbanized and developed than the two other groups of 

-

-

personal rights.
-
-

-
sisted of serfs (or in Hungarian jobbágy = iobagio

urban functions in their small rural region.

sigil.
The medieval market-towns’ self-government performed various tasks. The 

7
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-
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mainly buying and selling of vineyards and they put down in writing the trad-
ing contracts concerning those matters. In case of testaments of local citizens 

for them to do so. th

10

and other privileged territories and communities started to set down such docu-
ments from the middle of the 13th -
oped to a really high level by the 15th century.11

their liberty of writing charters and using seals for corroboration was already ap-

12 

-

-
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The number of this kind of sources from the 14th century to the end of the 
Middle Ages was growing continously in a remarkable way. Most of them can 

-
dieval Hungary (before 1526) we know 1115 charters belonging to this group.13 

There is a characteristic region in the north-eastern part of the Kingdom of 

From the 14th to the 16th -

-

-
ryday life.14

Market-towns in the region were in private possession of important secular 

15

area.16 The fact itself that numerous medieval documents survived here is a re-

13

14

15

-
-

-
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th century. This homogeneity can be ob-

characteristics and identity as well.
From the 17th

-

they had to sell their wine in barrels marked with the same stamp.17 Today this 

-

 but there was another important phenomenon re-

-

th century in Hungary as well.
In the 14th

because market-town councils lacked secular literate people. There is another 

which was in most cases in a practical and logical way the local parish. The parish 

17

-

-

-

pp. 30-31. This necessity of written documents occured in other viticulturist settlements as well. 

often penned contracts connected with vineyard circulation at the end of the Middle Ages and 
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-
ments. At the beginning of the 14th

20

-

in the 1300s.

21 

22

town. They put down in writing by the beginning of the 16th century 53 charters 
altogether.23

were henceforward local clerics.

a charter of the cleric of Patak from 1377. If we investigate their handwriting and 

priest.24

another which was committed to writing by Miklós Kakas churchman in Patak 

of the promulgatio and the datatio
25 The fol-

but unfortunately we do not know the clerk who wrote them.26

27

means of two charters from 1324. From this year we know a vineyard purchase 

20 -

21

22

23

24

25

26

27
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well.

were written by Ithimerius (Figures 1 and 2). 

Figure 1: Starting lines in the charter of Ithimerius, cleric of Patak, 1324 
(MNL OL DL 76337 and DL 2258).

Figure 2: Starting lines in the charter of the council of Patak, 1324
(MNL OL DL 76337 and DL 2258).

As in the 14th

the mid-15th

sometimes at a university.  We can identify the learned inhabitants by their last 

terms near their given name. They are the Hungarian „deák” (Dyak/Dyach/Deak/
Deach litteratus scolasticus). Their 

-

words rector schole baccalaureus (a university degree) and notarius 
-

of Hungary was under 1 % at the end of the Middle Ages.30

-

30

-
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value amongst profane intellectuals in the 15th and 16th centuries was much more 

th

-

the charters issued by the market-towns at the same time.31 If there was a litteratus 

32

th cen-
baccalaureus. The school of Patak 

33

-
34

rector schole -

charters issued by the magistrates of Tállya oppidum mentioned that the writer 
was the local schoolmaster.35 th

in other market-towns in the region as well. At the beginning of the 17th

when the commonly used local customary law (denoted in documents by ius, 
mos, ritus, libertas, consuetudo

31 We know literate men who were members of market-town councils in the north-eastern part 

-

32

33 -

34 -

35
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located in Tarcal oppidum had had the right earlier to put down in writing this 

to hand the half of this amount to the local schoolmaster. Its reason is that issuing 
charters had been the duty of the rector schole

36

-

able to write charters. It can be detected well for instance in Tolcsva market-town. 

other with purchasing a house in the settlement. The latter is a common docu-
-

trates of Tolcsva.37

that both was written by the same person. It seems sure that the scribe was in 
both cases presbyter Damján (Figures 3 and 4).

Figure 3: Starting lines in the charter of Tolcsva oppidum, 1505  
(MNL OL DF 229261 and DF 229262).

Figure 4: Starting lines in the common charter  
of presbyter Damján and Tolcsva market-town, 1505 

(MNL OL DF 229261 and DF 229262).

36

37
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-
-

th century and written in Hungarian. 
These „law-books” were in fact compilations of local customary law. We know 

Tállya”).

40 
Sales contracts of properties are the most interesting ones. 56 of all of the 150 me-
dieval charters of the Hegyalja oppida and its close vicinity (including the neigh-

of Hegyalja and its vicinity (1305-1520)

23 10 41
4 1 - 5
4 2 2
1 - 1 2

17 26 13 56

-
erty type can also be found amongst them.41

th to the 15th centu-
-

Ages they became the most common type of real estates in Hegyalja. This shows 

Modern Age in this region. There are many signs of this economic feature in our 
sources written in the 16th and 17th centuries.42

-
-

40

41

42



14th

arenga

precise location of the property to sell. They enumerate the detailed borders of 
the estate in the order of the cardinal points and mention the name of the owners 

who appeared. The charters use clauses in order to secure the purchaser against 
losing the newly bought immovable property.43

were in connection with the right of pre-emption of local inhabitants and of rela-
tives of the alienator. The warranty was the most widespread kind of clauses in 
the sources. It had several forms in the documents (evictio, tutoria, calumpnia, etc.).44

able to provide a guarantee of the new possessor’s peaceful possession. This pro-

the readers of the charter about the legal status of the immovable property. When 
-

45 Most of the 

got in the everyday legal routine of the oppida.

-
ing practice of places of authenticity (loca credibilia) and that of public notaries. 

43

-

44

-

45 -
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who were working in market-towns.46 Mainly places of authenticity are impor-
tant in this regard. The medieval Hungarian loca credibilia were ecclesiastical in-

13th century.47

can say that this kind of sources most often contain the following parts.
In the intitulatio

and four jurymen. The contextus starts with a promulgatio („memorie commendamus 
universis et singulis quibus expedit dispositio

contextus is a clausula evictionis
that the vendor is liable for protecting the peaceful possession of the purchaser 

-
sanctio temporalis

-
corroboratio which 

charter with its own sigil. The eschatocollum
and it is ended with the datatio.

by the councils of these market-towns.
From the 16th -

most important characteristic of this alteration was the formation of using the 

This development began relatively late in Hungary in comparison with 

about 50 documents written in Hungarian at full length. They are mostly vouch-

46

47

-



and market-towns included in this number.  The Hungarian language started 
to spread at the end of the 15th century in wider noble and often clerical social 

royal court. In the 16th century the secular latifundium was the most impressive 

second half of the 16th

was the most important region where Hungarian was in everyday use in writing. 

using of structure and terminology.50

51

oppidum issued in 1474.52 This 

Hungarian fragments appeared in the documents.53 
Despite the fact that in the second half of the 16th century Hungarian market-

-
-

50 -

-

villages used the Hungarian language most often in their letters sent mainly to their landlords or 
-

(n. 50.).
51 Thogh we know a Hungarian vineyard sale contract issued by Ungvár oppidum and this can 

52

53
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-
ket-towns during the 16th -

54

Modern Age in their appearance are more decorative as before. The connection 

-

55

-
guage applying from the 16th

estate transactions. The latter usually involve vineyards and go back to the period 

56

th centu-
-

gy used. Since the method of property alienating remained the same as in the 

did not change by that time.57

sales were put down at the end of the 16th

54

-

55

-
-

-

56

-

-
note 22.

57



by simple villages as well. It is probably based on the everyday practice of the 
-

ied the documents of the Hegyalja oppida. We know for instance charters dealing 

If we compare a Hungarian source from the 16th or 17th

reason of correspondences is originated in the method of composing Hungarian 

instances of the relation between documents written in medieval and early mod-
ern times (Table 2.). 

60

-
cumbit universis presentium notitiam 

61

„damus pro memoria universis et sin-
-

62

„adjuk minden rendbeli embereknek 

63

„adjuk tudására és emlékezetére min-
-

64

-
65

1623)66

pp. 334-335. Rátka is a village situated in the immediate neighborhood of Mád; The Hungarian 
-

-

 I have modernized the Hungarian ortography of the cited words. There are some Hungarian and 
-

60

61

62

63

64

65

66
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„accedentes ad nostram presentiam” 
67 „venientes nostri in 

-

nyelvével szabad akarata szerint ilyen 

-

ilyen vallást” (Tállya 1612) 

-

70

1612)

„cum omnibus utilitatibus suis et per-
71

„ymmo emerunt coram nobis iure 
perpetue (!) possidendam pariter et 

-

perpetuo et irrevocabili tenendam pos-
-

-
-

-

1612)

„nullo penitus contradictore apparen-
72

„nullo penitus contradictore apparen-

-

67

70

71

72



„egissent victimam predictorum vine-
73

-

74

„megnevezett bírák és polgárok ele-
-

„mely vallástételeknek nagyobb bi-

75

-
-

conservare propriis suis laboribus et 
76

-
-

„ante litis processum sew ingressum 
estimationem vinee iamfate persolvat” 

77

„ante litis ingressum valorem pretium 
et condignam estimationem deponere 

-
-

1624)

„nostras litteras munimine nostri sig-

-

„adjuk mi ennek nagyobb bizonyságá-
-

-
dóbb bizonyságára adtuk ez mi váro-

-

-
tice during the 16th and 17th centuries as well.

-
ten culture which developed in the Hegyalja market-towns from the medieval 
times up to the 17th -

73

74

75

76

77
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-
ted successfully the terminology usage of places of authenticity and that of public 

when making out contracts of sales. When from the second half of the 16th cen-

and in general the most important characteristics of these medieval sources.
This process persisted for a long time. We know some similar Hungarian char-

th

records a matter of vine purchase. Its structure and terminology usage are evi-

the Modern Age.

 



Figure 5: Charter issued by the village of Fony, 1593 
(MNL BAZML SFL, Fund XIII. 12. A deteki és tengerfalvi Meczner család levéltára (1249) 1527-1997., 

3. cs. Meczner József korláti levéltára 1527-1864. Litterae haereditaria. Fony, 1593. december 22.).

Figure 6: Charter issued by Sátoraljaújhely market-town, 1710 
(MNL BAZML SFL, Fund XIII. 12. A deteki és tengerfalvi Meczner család levéltára (1249) 1527-1997., 

3. cs. Meczner József korláti levéltára 1527-1864. Litterae haereditaria. Fony, 1593. december 22.).


