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SÍDLISKO AUTOCHTÓNNEJ PANÓNSKEJ POPULÁCIE V RUSOVCIACH:

PRVÉ VÝSLEDKY ARCHEOBOTANICKÝCH ANALÝZ1 

Jana HLAVATÁ – Vladimír VARSIK

HLAVATÁ, Jana – VARSIK, Vladimír. The settlement of the autochthonous Pannonian population in 
At the time of the Roman occupation, the territory 

of the later province of Pannonia was inhabited by several native tribes of mostly Celtic origin. The present 

paper deals with the Roman rural settlement in Rusovce (in the hinterland of the Gerulata castellum), 

which the authors consider to be a testimony of the survival of the indigenous population far into the 

Roman period. Throughout the 2nd century, the settlement had a distinctive autochthonous character, 

and it was not until the 3rd century that its architectural appearance began to undergo transformation and 

Romanisation. The results of archaeological excavations document how the inhabitants of the settlement 

gradually yielded to the globalising pressure of the Roman culture. An archaeobotanical analysis 

of macrobotanical remains indicates that the cultural transformation of the settlement may have been 

2nd
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SUMMARY

At the time of the Roman occupation, the territory of the later province of Pannonia was 
inhabited by several native tribes of mostly Celtic origin. The paper deals with the Roman 
rural settlement in Rusovce (in the hinterland of the Gerulata Roman fort with cavalry regi-
ment – ), which the authors consider to be a testimony of the survival of 

excavations document how the inhabitants of the settlement gradually succumbed to the 
globalising pressure of the Roman culture. The architectural appearance of the settlement 

houses in Rusovce date to one hundred to two hundred years after the end of the Middle 

to the 2nd rd century, the architectural appearance of the settlement 
changed. Two Roman buildings with stone foundations dated to this period were excavated 

foundations constructed, the area of the settlement was divided into smaller plots by a sys-
tem of trenches. Drawing on their deeply rooted building traditions, the local population 
continued to construct and use traditional simple pit-houses even in this period, i.e. as late 
as the 3rd

Unlike the architecture, the material culture is distinctly Roman. All pottery as well as 
metal objects of everyday use were produced in provincial workshops, and in the spirit of 
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During the archaeological excavation of the Rusovce site, samples for an archaeobotani-

samples. Among all the recovered plant remains from Rusovce, cereals formed the largest 
-

mon (bread) wheat (Triticum aestivum, T. aestivum/compactum, T. aestivum/durum/turgidum), 

wheat remains were found mainly in the structures of the earlier settlement phase (Table 2; 
T. monococcum

numbers, while grains of common millet (Panicum miliaceum
rye (Secale cereale Hordeum vulgare
Apart from these macroremains, there was a relatively high number of fragments (in total 

that have not been dated yet. Their analysis has indicated that they could be the remains of 

an interpretation of the fragments will not be possible before a new analysis is conducted.

of what is probably fennel (Foeniculum vulgare
from the carrot family (Apiaceae), presumably fragments of caraway (Carum carvi) and/or ali-
sanders (Smyrnium olusatrum

the presence of the Roman provincial culture.

the crop-processing (compare with Hillman 1981; 1984; ; ; van 
der Veen 1992; ), the samples were evaluated in terms of their 
composition, the presence/absence of components, and their mutual proportions, using the 
methods of taphonomic analysis. These methods included the analysis of the proportions of 
weed seeds of various physical characteristics, which we present below.

 On the taphonomically evaluated sites ( , chapter 7), both earlier and later 
phases of the crop-processing were attested. Plant macroremains indicating the presence of 
the earlier phases of the process – threshing and winnowing – were present on several sites. 
The analysis of the proportions of weed seeds of various physical characteristics has shown 
(

grain) tend to cumulate on the right side of the graph, while product waste concentrates on 

those from the earlier phase are partly different, and more similar to the samples from sites 

the entire Rusovce assemblage and other sites we can sum up that the samples from the stu-
died sites did not form a homogeneous whole in the 2nd century, but differed from one ano-
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sites situated far from the Roman border. In the later phase of the settlement (3rd century), the 
samples from Rusovce mostly contained the remains of the supplies of unthreshed ears and 

from the Germanic sites situated north of the Danube (barbaricum) contained the remains of 
supplies (products) as well as waste of all types.

The diversity in the supplies and waste in the earlier phase of the Rusovce settlement 
could indicate a subsistence economy (in which people produced food for their own con-
sumption), while in the later phase there may have been a shift towards a productive type 
of the site. The differences between the settlement phases are also clear from the results of 

-

that the settlement produced feed for the horses of cavalry regiments.

-
tlement (vicus) and necropolises (U); 2 – Roman rural settlement; 3 – Celtic settlements from the 

 

nd

rd

Cer. indet. 
cer. slama – cereal straw, F. vulgare – fennel, Apiaceae – carrot family seeds, 

-
ble color and line describe the chronological phase, bubble size describes the macroremains con-

-

of the Migration Period samples (see ); c – color and symbol describe the distance 
from the limes.

structures (the type and chronological phase) with groups of plant macroremains, o – archeologi-

-
-
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mcroremains, hustota obilnín – density of cereals, suma RMZ – number of plant macroremains, 

-

(grain and chaff), TA/C – bread/club wheat (grain and chaff), TD –  emmer (grain and chaff), TM 

-
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