Laudatio

Mily jubilant,

v kaZzdodennej trme-vrme ma clovek
malo moznosti vyjadrit druhému cloveku
svoju tctu a ndaklonnost, aj ked’ ju pocitu-
je roky. Akosi sa nehodi prehodit len tak
na chodbe, ked" sa miname, utekajac $irit
osvetu do ucebni, okrem pozdravu a bez-
nych prevadzkovych otazok aj slovéa potvr-
dzujtce dlhoro¢né priatel'ské puto. Je len
niekol'ko prilezitosti, ked je to adekvatne, ba
priam potrebné. Jednu z nich vyuzivam (zlé
jazyky povedia, Ze preto, lebo som neprispe-
la odbornym prispevkom) pri Tvojom jubi-
leu, mily kolega. In§pirovala som sa nazvom
tejto peknej knizky a skiisim Ti pripomenat
nas spolo¢ny zivot v siedmich zastaveniach.

Zoznamili sme sa pri jednej z najtrauma-
tizujtcejsich skasenosti ndsho zivota - pri-
jimackach na stadium archeolégie v Brne.
Stravili sme spolu s d'al$imi nestastnikmi
niekol'ko hodin pred dverami, za ktorymi
sedela prijimacia komisia a primerane s ply-
nucim ¢asom sa striacala nasa viera v to, Ze
sme na spravhom mieste a kompetentni sa
o stadium uchadzat. Takyto pocit beznddeje
sme potom kolektivne zazivali uz ako stu-
denti mnohokrat. V zivej paméti mam jednu
chvilku, ked sme vsetci piati prvaci kom-
binacie prehistéria - klasickd archeolégia
po dalsej hodine strapriovania sa na latin-
¢ine sedeli na schodoch, vazne rozmyslali
o navrate domov a len hanba ndm zabréani-
la tento tmysel zrealizovat. Rekapitulujtc
nase Studentské roky, si vsak myslim, ze sme
mali velké stastie: boli sme vyborna partia,
ucili nas skveli pedagogovia, tie drsné skus-
ky sme nejako prezili a Teba sme naucili pit
pivo.

Nase cesty sa nerozisli ani po promdocii,
traja z nasho Studentského kolektivu sme
zakotvili v Archeologickom tstave SAV, my
dvaja v Nitre, Elenka Mirossayova v Kosi-
ciach. Stalo sa tak v &ase, ked sa stahoval
depozitar s nalezovym fondom, takZe sme
zacali svoju vedecku kariéru v tzv. dvornej
¢ate, vlaciac krabice s ¢repmi hore-dolu. Ako
sluZzobne najmladsi sme boli nasadzovani
na rozne pomocné prace, napriklad pocas
exkurzii, ktoré boli stcastou konferencii,
sme fungovali ako tlmoc¢nici v autobusoch
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Dear honoree - celebrant,

There are only few opportunities to ex-
press respect and affection to someone in
the everyday haste, although we might
feel it for years. It is somehow inappropri-
ate to say it in the corridor when we just
pass each other running to classrooms to
spread education, to say - besides hello and
common work questions - words confir-
ming our long lasting friendship. There are
only a few occassions when it is suitable,
or even necessary. I am using one of such
occassions (wicked tongues might say that is
because I had not contributed with a scien-
tific paper) on your jubilee, dear colleague.
I have been inspired by the title of this beau-
tiful book and I will try to remind you of our
life together in seven stops.

We met during one of the most trauma-
tizing experiences of our lives - at entrance
exams for the study of archaeology in Brno.
We spent - together with other unfortuna-
te ones - several hours in front of the door
behind which the acceptance committee was
sitting and as the time passed by, our faith
that we were in the right place and compe-
tent to apply for the study was slowly di-
sappearing. We experienced this feeling of
hopelessness many times as students. I can
clearly remember the moment when all of
us five first year students of prehistory -
classical archeology were seriously conside-
ring returning home after yet another em-
barrassing lesson of Latin. Only shame pre-
vented us from carrying out our intention.
Recalling our student years, I think we were
very lucky. We were a great team taught by
great pedagogues, we survived all the tough
exams and taught you to drink beer.

Our paths did not separate after the gra-
duation either. Three people from our group
stayed atthe Institute of Archaeology of SAS -
the two of us stayed in Nitra, Elenka Miros-
Sayova in Kosice. It happened in the time
when the depository with finds was being
moved, so we started our scientific careers
in the so-called yard platoon carrying boxes
with sherds back and forth. As the youngest
employees, we were given various auxiliary
jobs, e. g. during excursions which were part



(to sme este plynulo hovorili po franctz-
sky). Postupne sme dostali prileZitost reali-
zovat sa v terénnom vyskume, dokonca aj
na jednej lokalite - na reviznom vyskume
stavebného komplexu z doby rimskej v Stu-
pave, i ked nie v jednom case.

Spolo¢ne sme nastupili tieZ na vedecka
aspirantaru. Zatial' ¢o diplomové prace sme
obaja pisali z problematiky doby rimskej (t&
Tvoja o rimskych tehlach bola skvel4 a tre-
ba len l'utovat, Ze ostala v rukopise), témy
kandidatskych dizertacii nds nasmerovali
na rozdielne cesticky. Hoci si z toho nebol
nadSeny, Gprimne som presvedcend, Ze je
pre badanie o dobe laténskej Stastim, ze si sa
mu zacal venovat. Malokomu sa podari stat
sa klasikom vd'aka prvej praci, Tebe ano.

Pocas d'alsich spolo¢nych rokov v Archeo-
logickom tstave som mala moZznost s vic-
$im (to ked som sa realizovala ako matka)
alebo mensim (to ked sme mali spolo¢na
pracovniu) odstupom sledovat, ako rastie
Tvoja autorita u nasich spolo¢nych kolegov,
akej vaznosti sa tes$is v $irSej odbornej ve-
rejnosti. Nepochybne sa na tom podpisala
Tvoja erudicia a seriéznost, s akou pristu-
pujes k praci. Myslim si v8ak, ze sa takymto
sposobom zturocoval aj Tvoj postoj k oko-
liu: nefalsovand tdcta voci starsim kolegy-
niam a kolegom, nezistnd pomoc mlads$im,
skromnost a dobré srdce. Kazda pracovnia,
v ktorej Ta usadili, sa ¢asom stala miestom
neformalnych stretnuti a diskusnym férom
pre Siroky okruh priatelov. Mnohych si in-
$piroval, kritickymi pripomienkami nasme-
roval, povzbudil v ich vedeckej praci. (Mne
si poskytol mnohé kucharske recepty, ktoré
vyuzivam dodnes).

Pri spomienkach na nasu spolo¢nti mi-
nulost nemoézem vynechat obdobie po no-
vembri 1989, ked’ si sa stal na kratky cas
riaditefom Archeologického tstavu SAV.
To, ¢o je v ociach niektorych nasich stput-
nikov zanedbatelna epizdda, Ta stalo vela
tsilia, koncep¢nej préace, snahy udrzat insti-
taciu ako Zivotaschopnu jednotku. Dovera
kolegov, ktori Ta zvolili, mohla kratkodobo
potesit, problémy turbulentnej doby s roz-
nymi negativnymi javmi zanechali pachut
v tstach. Viem, zZe to tak neciti$, ale mal by
si mat’ pocit opravnenej hrdosti na to, ¢o sa
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of conferences we worked as interpreters on
buses (those were the times when we were
able to speak fluent French). Gradually, we
got an opportunity to work in field rese-
ach, even at one site - the revision research
of a construction complex from the Roman
period in Stupava, although not at the same
time.

We started our effort to become associate
professors together, too. While both our di-
ploma works dealt with the topic of the Ro-
man period (yours was about Roman bricks
and it was great, it is such a shame it only re-
mained in form of a manuscript), they led us
in different directions. Although you were
not really happy about it, I am convinced
that it was a great luck for the investigati-
on of the La Teéne culture that you started
to study it. There are not many who become
classics with their very first work, but you
are one.

During further years together at the In-
stitute of Archaeology, I could see your
growing authority among our colleagues
and the respect you acquired with the ex-
pert public from a longer (when I became
a mother) or shorter distance (when we
were sharing one office). Your erudition and
the seriousness you show in your attitude to
work are the reasons. However, I think the
reasons also include your attitude to people
- real respect to older colleagues, unselfish
help to your younger colleagues, modesty
and loving heart. Each office you got sooner
or later became a place of informal meetings
and a discussion forum for a wide circle of
friends. You have inspired many people,
directed them with your critical comments,
encouraged them in their scientific work
(you gave me many cooking recipes which
I still use).

Remembering our common past, I cannot
skip the period after 1989, when you became
the director of the Institute of Archaeology
for a short time. What some of our fellows
see as an unimportant episode, cost you a lot
of effort, conceptual work, struggle to keep
the institute a viable unit. The trust of the co-
lleagues who had voted for you could have
caused a short-time happiness, but the pro-
blems of the tumultuous times with many
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Ti podarilo. Jednym, ddfam kladnym, vy-
sledkom Tvojho riaditelovania je otvorenie
vyucby archeolégie na nitrianskej vysokej
skole.

Do pedagogickej praxe sme sa posunuli
v roznom case, ja ako predvoj, Ty po zrelej
tvahe, ale ¢oskoro opit v spolo¢nom rytme.
Naraz sme ziskali docentsky aj profesorsky
diplom a zda sa, Ze tu aj spolo¢ne uzavrie-
me svoju kariéru. Som presvedéena, ze Ty to
mozes urobit' s dobrym pocitom: vychoval si
si zdatnti generaciu nasledovnikov v oblasti
badania o dobe laténskej, ti, ktori si zvolili
int drahu, Ta spominaja a buda spominat
aspon pri pive.

Neviem, mily jubilant, ¢i si to uvedomu-
jes, ale bezo mna, ako sprievodkyne, si pre-
zil len mala cast svojho zivota. Netrafam
si odhadnut, aka cenu mé v Tvojich ociach
tato skuto¢nost. Co viem s istotou je, ze
pre mtia si priatel navzdy. Vazim si Ta pre
Tvoju Tudska empatiu, vitudnost k l'udom
v Tvojom okoli, osobna stato¢nost, kto-
rej som bola mnohokrat svedkom, lasku
a obetavost, ktort si prejavoval a prejavujes
svojim blizkym. Verim, Ze (pri vsetkej tcte
k Tvojej vedeckej aktivite) toto su tie pra-
vé dovody, pre ktoré Ta maju radi aj vietci
ostatni gratulanti. Sme radi po Tvojom boku.

Janka Heckova
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negative phenomena left a bad taste in your
mouth. I know you do not feel it this way,
but you should be proud of what you have
managed to do. One of the positive - at least
I hope so - results of your management is
that the university in Nitra opened a study
programme in archaeology.

We moved on to our pedagogical practice
in different times. I was the pioneer, you took
your time to make up your mind, but soon
we were working in the common rhythm.
We acquired our diplomas of associate pro-
fessors and professors at the same time and
it seems that this is where we are going to
end our careers together. I am convinced
that you can do it with a feeling of satisfac-
tion - you have educated a competent gene-
ration of your followers in the investigati-
on of the La Tene period. Those who have
chosen a different career still remember and
will remember you in their discussions over
beer.

I do not know, my dear Honoree, if you
realize it, but you have only lived a short pe-
riod of your life without me as your compa-
nion. I do not dare to guess the value of this
fact in your eyes, but what I know for sure is
that you are my friend forever. I respect you
for your empathy, kindness to the people
around you, your personal courage I have
witnessed so many times, love and sacrifice
which you have been showing to your be-
loved ones. I believe - with all the respect
I have for your scientific activity - that these
are the real reasons why all other congratu-
lators love you too. We like to be by your
side.

Janka Heckova



