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NOVE RIMSKE FIGURALNE PLASTIKY
Z JUHOZAPADNEHO SLOVENSKA'

Jan RAJTAR

RAJTAR, Jan. New roman figurines from South-Western Slovakia. The article presents new finds of Ro-
man metal figurines which come from collections at Germanic settlements in south-western Slovakia. Two
bronze figurines - a small statuette of Mercury and a naked male figure (probably Apollo?) - were discove-
red in Zvocin. Another small bronze statuette of Amor and a lead figurine of an unidentifiable male deity
come from a nearby Germanic settlement in Bohuslavice nad Trnavou. Fragment of a hand with a pouch
from a Mercury statuette comes from the settlement in Hronovce-Vozokany nad Hronom. This has increa-
sed not only the number of such finds, but also the scale of deities represented in the local Germanic envi-
ronment. They can be considered evidence of penetration of Roman influences in the spiritual sphere and
religious ideas of the Germanic population.
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Malé figurdlne plastiky vyhotovené z kovu, z hliny, pripadne inych materialov patria
k najcastejsie dochovanym dokladom a prejavom polyteistického nabozenstva rozsireného
po dlha dobu na celom Gizemi rimskeho impéria. Zobrazuja celt plejadu roznych bozstiev,
bdzikov, larov, pendtov, nymf, géniov a inych nadprirodzenych a mytologickych bytosti,
ktoré bezprostredne stiviseli s ndboZenskymi predstavami a mnohorakymi religiéznymi
praktikami i kultovymi ritudlmi vel'mi r6znorodého a mnohovrstvového obyvatel'stva. Ako
symboly tychto boZstiev zohravali dolezitti tlohu v kazdodennom Zivote. V privétnej sfére
tvorili stcast domacich svityn, kde sa na nich obracali s modlitbami a r6znymi obradmi,
tikonmi, ale aj obetami sa snazili ziskat ich naklonnost a podporu. Casto patrili aj k zasltibe-
nym a dakovnym, teda votivhym darom, ktoré sa umiestriovali na posvitnych a obetnych
miestach, najmd v chrdmovych okrskoch a svatyniach.

Ich stvarnenie a forma vacsinou nadvazovali na starSie, najmé grécke a helenistické pred-
lohy a zobrazenia. Pomerne ¢asto vSak synkreticky spajali a preberali aj iné religi6zne prvky
a atribaty. Mnohé z nich st umelecky i remeselne na vel'mi vysokej trovni vypracovanymi
zmenseninami a képiami kanonicky zobrazovanych velkorozmernych socharskych predloh,
aké si mohli dovolit zaobstarat' zjavne len majetnejsie vrstvy®. Na druhej strane, pocetnejsie
sa zhotovovali zjednodusené sosky v schematickom, menej kvalitnom az povrchnom preve-
deni, ¢o umoznovalo ich lacnej$iu sériovii a masova produkciu na pokrytie dopytu sirokych
i chudobnych vrstiev. Vyber a stvarnenie jednotlivych bozstiev sa pritom orientovali podla
ich preferovania v privatnom kulte, zrejme aj podl'a socidlneho zlozenia, ako aj lokalnych

! Praca bola podporend Agenttrou na podporu vyskumu a vyvoja na zdklade Zmluvy ¢. APVV-14-0842 a grantové-
ho projektu VEGA ¢.1/001/18.

Takéto diela sa uz od renesancie stavali sticastou zbierok antickych umeleckych vytvorov a v novoveku muzej-
nych, galerijnych i privatnych zbierok. Postupne boli mnohé spristupnené v zbierkovych katal6goch a stavali sa
predmetom pocetnych umenovednych prac a $tadii. S rozvojom klasickej a rimsko-provincidlnej archeolégie boli
spracované aj vo viacerych korpusovych sériach a stali sa i objektom $pecidlne orientovaného medzinarodného
badania, zameraného postupne na mnohé ich aspekty (pozri k tomu Thomas 2000).
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tradicii. Popri reprezentativnych najvyssich bohoch rimskeho panteénu a statneho kultu sa
preto do popredia dostédvali aj iné bozstva. Takéto plastiky sa vyskytuji na mnohych nalezis-
kach, ¢i uz mestskych aglomeraciach, chramovych okrskoch a svityniach, ale aj vojenskych
taboroch a zariadeniach i vidieckych sidlach na celom tizemi Rimskej rise.

Mimo tizemia Rimskej riSe v eur6pskom barbariku st nalezy samostatnych rimskych fi-
guralnych plastik zriedkavé a vynimoc¢né. Vacsinou st to sice starsie nalezy, u ktorych nie st
zndme nalezové okolnosti a aZ na vynimky ani priblizny kontext, ale uz ich samotny vyskyt
a nalezisko maja pre postidenie rimskeho vplyvu a vzdjomnych rimsko-germénskych vzta-
hov vyznamnt vypovedaciu hodnotu (Eggers 1951, 182; La Baume 1971, 143-153; Stupperich
1980, 20-22; 1995, 58-60, 65-67, 72). Podobne to plati aj pre oblast dnesného Slovenska. Ked’
pred ¢asom V. Varsik (1995) stru¢ne zhrnul rimske bronzové plastiky na Slovensku, tak popri
vacsine figuralnych sosiek ulozenych v muzealnych zbierkach pochddzajtcich zjavne z rim-
skeho tizemia boli vtedy zname len dva exemplare, pri ktorych bolo isté, Ze sa nasli na Slo-
vensku. Jednym z nich bol vynimoé¢ny nélez bronzovej plastiky Merktra, ktora bola vlozena
do vrchnej ¢asti urny germanskeho Ziarového hrobu 7 v Ivanke pri Dunaji (Kraskovskad 1965,
164,172,173, 175, obr. 3: 1-3, tab. 2: 1-5). Druhym bola bronzova ityfalicka figarka (Priapos?),
ktora sa nasla vo vrstve pri vyskume v Bratislave-Dtubravke (Kolnik 1990). Podl'a T. Kolnika
by mohli z tzemie Slovenska, snad’ z Povazia (?), este pochddzat i dve bronzové plastiky -
Jupitera Dolichénskeho a Jupitera alebo Herakla (?), ktoré st uloZené v mtizeu v Hlohovci,
ale to je neisté (Kolnik 1981, 85, obr. 46, 47; 1984, 225, 229, frontispice a obr. 63).

Postupne, najmé od doby pouzivania detektorov kovov, vsak zacali pribudat d’alsie nale-
zy. Fragment malej bronzovej plastiky na kruhovom podstavci, mozno Herkula (?), sa takto
nasiel pri prospekcii germénskeho sidliska vo Velkom Mederi (Varsik/Prohdszka 2009, 191,
obr. 3: 2a-b). Zo zberu pravdepodobne na germéanskom sidlisku v Sarovciach pochadza torzo
bronzovej sosky Venuse, ktoré do zbierok ziskalo Archeologické mtzeum SNM (Kvetinovd/
Turcan 2003) a pri systematickych zberoch na germénskom sidlisku v Hurbanove sa nasla
olovend plastika Merktra (Rajtdr 2016). Mozno vsak predpokladat, ze viaceré takéto nalezy
zostali utajené, pripadne pri ich zverejneni nebolo udané ich nalezisko®. Preto uz aj z vyssie
uvedenych doévodov povazujem za dolezité zaznamenat a spristupnit kazdy novy ndlez,
hoci aj bez blizsie znameho kontextu, neistého naleziska alebo povodu.*

V poslednom obdobi sa podarilo ziskat informacie o d’alsich nalezoch rimskych figural-
nych plastik, ktoré pochddzaja z takychto zberov na germanskych sidliskach na juhozapad-
nom Slovensku, st uloZzené v privatnych zbierkach, ale boli poskytnuté na zdokumentovanie
a zverejnenie.

Dve bronzové figurdlne plastiky sa nasli pri zberoch v priestore rozsiahleho germanskeho
sidliska, ktoré sa rozkladalo na pravom brehu potoka Parna v katastri obce Zvon¢in, okr.
Trnava (nalezisko ¢iasto¢ne zasahuje aj do katastra Trnavy a Bieleho Kostola), kde sa usku-
to¢nilo i niekol'ko zachrannych vyskumov a odkial pochddza i mnozstvo zberovych nalezov
(Bazousky 2009, 435, 436, s odkazmi na d'al$iu literataru; Turcan 2002).

Prva z nich predstavuje podla atribtatov velmi zjednoduSene a neumelo stvarnent naht
postavu Merktra v postoji na zatazenej pravej a odl'ah¢enej lavej nohe, ich spodné casti
st odlomené. Jej povrch je miestami poskodeny koréziou a pokryty hrubou hnedo-zelenou
patinou. Prava ruka je vystreta pozdiz tela, a zrejme v nej drzi mesec. Na l'avom ramene mé
preveseny plast splyvajaci vzadu do polovice chrbta, vpredu zakryvajici ovinutim ohnutt
ruku, s nadol previsajicim cipom. Jeho riasenie je len ledabolo zvyraznené ryhami, zliabka-
mi a zdrezmi. Muskulattra tela nie je badatel'na, prsné bradavky a pupok st nazna¢ené jam-
kami, genitalie zarezmi, zadna cast je plocha. Dva vy¢nelky nad Iavym ramenom by mohli
symbolizovat heroldskt palicu (caduceus). Rysy tvare nie st rozpoznatelné, na hlave ma

3 Napriklad podl'a nezverejnenych, ale overenych tidajov z germénskeho sidliska v Hurbanove pochadza aj bronzo-
va soska obetujticej Zenskej postavy, odetej v chiténe zo stitkkromnej zbierky v Rakuasku (Melchart 1997, 65, obr. 114).
4 Pozri k tomu Kolnik/Mitas 2012, 36, 37.
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Obr. 1. Nové ndlezy rimskych kovovych figurdlnych plastik z germdnskych sidlisk na juhozipadnom
Slovensku. 1, 3 - Zvoncin; 2, 5 — Bohdanovce nad Trnavou; 4 - Hronovce, cast Vozokany nad Hro-
nom. 1-4 bronz; 5 olovo. Foto: P. Cerveri
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klobuk s dvomi vy¢nelkami naznacujtcimi kridla. Zachovana vyska je 4,2 cm, vdha 16,6 g
(obr. 1: 1).

Druhé zobrazuje nahého muza v postoji so zataZzenou pravou a zl'ahka ohnutou lavou
nohou s chodidlom, spodna ¢ast pravej nohy je odlomena. Prava ruka je vystreta, mierne
v lakti ohnuta a napriahnuta dopredu. Drzi v nej obetnti misku, prsty nie sa naznacené. Lava
ruka spustena nadol je nad laktom odlomena. Z muskulattry st len slabo naznacené prsné
a brudné svaly, vyraznejsie slabiny, prsné bradavky a pupok jamkami, penis a genitdlie i se-
dacie svaly zarezmi. V porovnani s telom je hlava predimenzovana. V ovalnej tvari bez brady
sa plasticky stvarnené tsta, nos, o¢i i obrvy, kadere vlasov st z ¢ela zacesané nahor a doza-
du, po stranach a vzadu naznacené obltakovymi zarezmi. Vzadu na chrbte je kratky plasticky
valcovity vyc¢nelok s tromi prie¢nymi zarezmi, smerujici od Iavého ramena sikmo k pravej
lopatke. Povrch pokryva zelend patina. Zachovana vyska je 8,1 cm, védha 70 g (obr. 1: 3).

Tejto bronzovej soske sice chybaji vyraznejsie atribtty, ale plasticky valcovity vy¢nelok
na chrbte by mohol symbolizovat tulec, s akym byva zobrazovany Apolén. Tomu by zodpo-
vedali postoj, i¢es i celkovo mladistvé stvarnenie tela a tvare. Vzdialene pripomina umelec-
ky precizne vypracovana sosku Apoléna z lardria v Nagydém (Banki 1984, tab. XLI, hore).
Porovnatelné plastiky Apoléna v podobnom postoji s obetnou miskou a tulcom prevesenym
na remeni cez pravé rameno pochadzaja napriklad zo svityne v obci Lozen (Dijnikli) v juz-
nom Bulharsku (Vassilev 1994, 429-431, obr. 4, 5a-c, 6) a d'alsie z neznamych nalezisk st ulo-
zené aj v zbierkach niektorych muzei (Franken 1994, 425, obr. 52, 53; Menzel 1966, 4, tab. 3: 8).
Podl'a toho by bolo mozné aj uvedenu plastiku s velkou pravdepodobnostou povazovat
za zobrazenie Apoléna. Rimania Apoléna prevzali do svojho panteénu od Grékov, kde mal
moc nad svetlom, bol patrénom liecitel'stva a vestectva i umeni, najmd hudby a poézie, ale
aj ochranca stad, zahanal choroby a prirodné pohromy. K jeho atribttom okrem iného patril
luk, 8ipy a prave i tulec.

Dve d’alsie plastiky sa nasli na nie vel'mi vzdialenom germénskom sidlisku v Bohdanov-
ciach nad Trnavou, okr. Trnava, ktoré je zndme z pocetnych zberovych nélezov (Kolnik/Mitds
2012, 41-53).

Prvou je malad bronzova soska zobrazujtca naht, zjavne detska buclatt postavu v stoji
s nohami pri sebe, len zI'ahka ohnutymi v kolenéch, slabo modelovanym telom, ryhami na-
znacenymi slabinami a lonom. Prava ruka je vystreta pozdiz tela a zviera nejaky predmet
(snad’ fakl'u?), ktory je odlomeny. 'ava, v lakti ohnuté ruka je asi zakryta zdhybom latky (?).
Na mierne nadol sklonenej gulatej hlave st v tvari len neumelo zvyraznené o¢né jamky a
plasticky nos, na temene ryhami krétke vlasy. Na chrbte st kratke kridla, horizontélne ¢le-
nené tromi ryhami. Povrch pokryva zelena patina. Zachovana vyska je 4,0 cm, vaha 18,6 g
(obr. 1: 2).

Podl'a buclatej detskej postavy, najma kridel, ide nepochybne o zobrazenie Amora, v rim-
skej mytoldgii boha a personifikaciu lasky, ktory byva zobrazovany mnohorakym sposobom,
niekedy i v skupine s inymi bozstvami, sosky s fakl'ou byvali i sac¢astou lamp a kandelabrov
(Fleischer 1967, 79-87, tab. 51-56; Kaufmann-Heinimann 1977, 42). Presnej$iu analégiu sa mi
v dostupnej literattre nepodarilo najst.

Druhou plastikou je olovena, jednostranne odlievana plocha soska stojacej nahej stylizo-
vanej muzskej postavy s mierne rozkro¢enymi nohami, nazna¢enym penisom a muskula-
tarou. Crty tvare ani Gles nie st rozpoznatelné. Prava, v lakti ohnuta ruka je zdvihnuta
k hlave (snad’ drzala nejaky predmet?). Lav4, taktiez v lakti ohnutd ruka (mozno je prekryta
od ramena plastom?) smeruje nadol a spoc¢iva na bruchu. Zadn4 strana je plocha, nerovna.
Dolna cast je rozdelend, dutd a zrejme formovana ako podstavec. Okraje st nerovné a ola-
mané, v strede a na krku je nalomena a na pravom boku natrhnuta. Povrch pokryva vrstva
Sedo-hnedej patiny. Zachovana vyska je 6,0 cm, Sirka 2,8 cm, hrabka pri kolenach 0,4 cm,
vaha 19,2 g (obr. 1: 5).
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Spolu s nalezom Merktra z Hurbanova ide uz o druhy nélez celej olovenej votivnej figu-
ralnej plastiky z tizemia juhozapadného Slovenska (k vyrobe a ich tcelu pozri Rajtir 2016,
168, 169). Zial, bez chybajucich atribttov nie je mozné urcit, o aké muzské bozstvo ide. Podla
postoja a zdvihnutej pravej ruky by snad’ mohlo ist’ o Jupitera alebo Marsa, ale mohla zobra-
zovat aj iné bozstvo.

Fragment rimskej bronzovej figuralnej plastiky sa podarilo identifikovat este aj medzi po-
¢etnymi nalezmi, ktoré zhromazdil P. Polka’ v Mtzeu v Zeliezovciach. Pochadza zo zberov
z priestoru germanskeho sidliska v Hronovciach, ¢ast Vozokany nad Hronom, okr. Levice.
Je to fragment pravej ruky odlomenej v zapdsti so zretelne vypracovanymi prstami, zviera-
jicimi meSec s peniazmi (marsupium) s tromi postrannymi a jednym koncovym vyc¢nelkom.
Zachovana vyska je 2,8 cm. Ide nesporne o zlomok sosky Merktra (obr. 1: 4).

Uvedenymi nalezmi sa nielen vyrazne zvysil pocet rimskych figuralnych plastik, ale aj
spektrum zasttpenych bozstiev v tunajsom germanskom prostredi. KedZe ide o predme-
ty zo zberov bez nalezovych suavislosti, je tazké posadit, kedy a akym sposobom sa sem
mohli dostat. Uz samotné datovanie vyhotovenia takychto rimskych plastik podla ich sty-
listického stvdrnenia je velmi problematické, pretoze st ¢asto mnohondsobnymi képiami a
modifikaciami ,nadc¢asovych” umeleckych diel. Este tazsie je potom chronologicky zaradit
velmi zjednodusené, stylizované az neumelo stvarnené sosky vyrobené zjavne v niektorej
z nie prili§ vyspelych a Specializovanych provincidlnych dielni. Va¢Sina olovenych votiv-
nych predmetov v Panénii sa datuje do 2. - 3. storocia (Zsidi 2000, 322, Beilage 1), takZe i
olovendu plastiku z Bohdanoviec nad Trnavou by snad’ bolo mozné ramcovo zaradit do tohto
obdobia. V 2., ale skor v 3. storoci boli pravdepodobne zhotovené aj zvysné bronzové plasti-
ky, do germanskeho prostredia, a napokon do zeme sa vsak mohli dostat i omnoho neskor.
Akym spodsobom sa dostali do rik Germanov mozno len $pekulovat. Sosky sa az na niekto-
ré chybajtce casti, ktoré sa mohli ulomit neskor napriklad pri orbe (tak sa mohol odlomit
i fragment sosky Merkdra z Hronoviec), zachovali takmer v celosti. To by indikovalo, Ze sa
sem dostali v povodnej podobe a Germanom bola zrejme zndma aj ich symbolika a kultova
funkcia. Mohli ich ziskat priamo ktapou ¢i vymenou v niektorej z dielni, trhovisk ¢i chramov
v Panénii. Ako kultovy predmet alebo talizman ich mohli priniest pri ndvrate i vojenski vete-
réni alebo inak sltziaci Germani na rimskom tizemi. Mohli sa sem v$ak dostat i ako ¢ast lupu
alebo naopak sprostredkovane vymenou ako vzacny dar alebo predmet, ktori ich fascinoval
svojim stvarnenim. I tu mohli byt nad’alej ponimané a uctievané bud’ ako symboly rimskych
bohov, alebo uz boli stotoznené s ich germanskymi boZstvami. Daja sa teda povazovat za
doklad o prenikani rimskeho vplyvu aj do duchovnej sféry a religiéznych predstav german-
skeho obyvatel'stva.

Poznamka
Prispevok venujem jubilantovi aj ako pripomienku na ¢asy jeho stadia.
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SUMMARY
New roman figurines from South-Western Slovakia

Outside the territory of the Roman Empire, finds of individual Roman figurines are rare
and exceptional. As for the territory of Slovakia, only two exemplars with confirmed places
of occurrence were previously known. One of them was a bronze statuette of Mercury de-
posited in an urn of Germanic cremation burial 7 in Ivanka pri Dunaji (Kraskovskd 1965, 164,
172,173,175, fig. 3: 1-3, P1. 2: 1-5), the second one was a bronze ithyphallic statuette (Priapos?)
from Bratislava-Dtbravka (Kolnik 1990). Finds became more frequent with the start of use of
metal detectors. A fragment of a bronze statuette (Hercules?) was discovered in Vel'ky Me-
der (Varsik/Prohdszka 2009, 191, fig. 3: 2a-b). A torso of a bronze statuette of Venus probably
comes from the Germanic settlement in Sarovce (Kvetdnovd/Turcan 2003) and a lead figurine
of Mercury was found in Hurbanovo (Rajtir 2016). We can assume that several such finds
remained secret. Nevertheless, they have a considerable information value for assessment
of the Roman influence and mutual Roman-Germanic relations, although the place of their
discovery is uncertain. Thus, I find it important to record and present each new find. Re-
cently, we managed to obtain information on some other Roman figurines which come from
collections at Germanic settlements in southwestern Slovakia and are deposited in private
collections.

Two bronze figurines were discovered during collections at the Germanic settlement in the
cadastral area of Zvocin, Trnava district, where several rescue researches have been carried
out and where numerous collected finds come from (Bazovsky 2009, 435, 436; Turcan 2002).
Judging by the attributes, the first one depicts Mercury. Its surface is considerably corroded,
the body musculature is not distinct, nipples and navel are suggested by dimples, and the
dorsal part is flat. On the head, there is a hat with two protuberances suggesting wings. Fa-
cial features are unrecognizable. Its preserved height is 4.2 cm, its weight is 16.6 g (fig. 1: 1).
The other figurine depicts a naked man. The bottom part of his right leg is chipped off. His
right arm is stretched, holding a sacrificial bowl. His left arm is broken off above its elbow.
In musculature, chest and abdominal muscles are weakly suggested, as well as nipples and
navel are suggested by dimples; penis, genitals and bottom muscles are represented by cuts.
There are mouth, nose, eyes and eyelashes represented in a face without a beard, hair locks
are combed up and backwards, suggested by arcuate cuts on the sides and in the back. On the
back, there is a short plastic cylindrical protuberance leading from the left shoulder obliquely
to the right shoulder blade. Its preserved height is 8.1 cm, its weight is 70 g (fig. 1: 3). Distinct
attributes are absent on the figurine but the plastic cylindric protuberance could symbolize
a pouch which is often associated with Apollo. Comparable figurines of Apollo come for in-
stance from the sanctuary in Lozen in southern Bulgaria (Vassilev 1994, 429-431, fig. 4, 5a-c, 6)
and others from unknown sites are deposited in collections of some museums (Menzel 1966, 4,
PL 3: 8; Franken 1994, 425, fig. 52, 53). With regard to the above mentioned, the figurine could
be considered a representation of Appolo with high probability.

Two other figurines were discovered at the Germanic settlement in Bohdanovce nad Tr-
navou, Trnava district, which is known by numerous collected finds (Kolnik/Mitds 2012, 41-
53). One of them is a small bronze statuette depicting a naked chubby figure, apparently of a
child. Its right arm is stretched along the body and holds an item (a torch?) which is broken
off. The left arm bent in the elbow is probably covered by a fold of cloth (?). There are short
wings on the back. Its preserved height is 4.0 cm, its weight is 18.6 g (fig. 1: 2). According to
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the representation of wings, it is undoubtedly Amor who is depicted in many various ways,
sometimes in a group with other deities. Statuettes with torches used to be parts of lamps
and candelabras (Fleischer 1967, 79-87, Pl. 51-56; Kaufmann-Heinimann 1977, 42). The other
statuette is a lead unilaterally cast figurine of a standing naked male figure with spread legs,
suggested penis and musculature. The back part is flat, edges are rough and broken. The pre-
served height is 6.0 cm, width is 2.8 cm, thickness at knees is 0.4 cm, and weight is 19.2 g (fig.
1: 5). Together with the find of Mercury from Hurbanovo, these are two exemplars of lead
votive figurines from southwestern Slovakia (Rajtdr 2016). Unfortunately, without the absent
attributes, it is not possible to identify the deity - it could by Jupiter or Mars (?).

A fragment of a bronze figurine was identified also among the finds in the museum in
Zeliezovce. It comes from the collections in Hronovce-Vozokany nad Hronom, Levice dis-
trict. It is a fragment of a right arm broken in the wrist, holding a pouch. It is undoubtedly a
fragment from a statuette of Mercury (fig. 1: 4).

The above mentioned finds do not only increase the number of Roman figurines, but also
the scale of represented deities in the local Germanic environment. Since they are artifacts
from collections without find contexts, it is difficult to say when and how they could have
arrived there. Most lead votive artifacts in Pannonia are dated to the 2" - 3™ centuries (Zsidi
2000, 322, Beilage 1), so the lead figurine from Bohdanovce nad Trnavou could be roughly
classified in that period. The bronze figurines were probably made in the 2" - 3™ centuries
as well. However, they could have arrived in the Germanic environment later. We can only
speculate how it happened. The figurines have been almost completely preserved, with the
exception of several missing parts which could have been broken off during ploughing. This
would indicate their possible arrival in their original condition and their symbolism and cul-
tic function was probably known to the Germanic peoples. They could have obtained them
by purchase or exchange in some of the workshops, markets or temples in Pannonia. They
could have been brought by returning war veterans or other Germanic servants from the
Roman territory as cultic artifacts or talismans. They also could have been parts of plunder
or indirectly imported by exchange as precious gifts or artifacts. They could have been per-
ceived and adored as symbols of Roman gods or they were identified with Germanic deities.
They can be considered evidence of the penetration of the Roman influence in the spiritual
sphere and religious ideas of the Germanic population.

Figure
Fig. 1. New finds of Roman metal figurines from Germanic settlements in South-Western
Slovakia. 1, 3 - Zvonc¢in; 2, 5 - Bohdanovce nad Trnavou; 4 - Hronovce, ¢ast Vozokany nad
Hronom. 1-4 bronze; 5 lead. Photo by P. Cerveri.
Translated by Viera Tejbusova
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