SCYTHIAN PERIOD SITES IN NOGRAD COUNTY
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VADAY, Andrea - SZAKOS, Eva. Lokality zo skytskeho obdobia v Novohradskej zupe. Nasou snahou
je zber informaécif a pokus o charakteristiku skytskych lokalit z Novohradskej Zupy. Po kratkom tvode
do histérie badania kladieme déraz na geograficka charakteristiku regiéonu, ktora mohla byt, v tejto
oblasti, dovodom imigracie novych kmetiov, ¢im sa stala determinantom ekonomickej situécie v neskorej
dobe bronzovej a v¢asnej dobe Zeleznej. V diskusii sa zaoberdme vojenskym vyznamom skytskej invazie.
V kratkosti sa venujeme i otazke prezivania pévodného obyvatel'stva v skytskom obdobi na lokalite Sal-
goétarjan, poloha Priemyselny park II vo svetle pozostatkov detskych hrobov zo zvyskami kostennych
a kovovvych predmetov odkrytych v troch objektoch na lokalite.
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The investigated area (Figure 1: 1) is surrounded by the Borzsony Mountains on the West,
the Matra Mountains on the East, and the Karancs-Medves Mountains on the North. Its terri-
tory is divided by the ridge of the Cserhat Mountains extending from SSW to NNE, bounded
by the Né6grad Basin to the North, and the Cserhatalja Hills to the South, a region located
partly in a hilly area, partly in lowlands. The Cserhat also has a watershed character; in the
north the river Ipoly collects the water of streams from the south, while to the south of the
range of mountains streams reach the Zagyva and Galga river from the north.

On the basis of the excavations of ]. Nydry (1868; 1870) at Piliny, Borsos in the 60s of the 19*
century, put Nograd county on the distribution maps of the Scythian Age. These finds were
basis for later references (Hampel 1876; 1893; Reinecke 1897; Romer 1878). It was not before the
end of the 20™ century when the Piliny finds that Nyary had donated in 1872 to the Museo
Civico Correr in Venice were reviewed by E. Gilli (1999).

At the end of the second decade of the 20* century, the excavation of B. Dornyay (1926;
1928) once again drew attention to the region. However, the fundamental breakthrough came
only later, with the researches of P. Patay (1955; 1956; 1961; 1962).

Some of the findings were published by E. Ghilldny (1945) and also reported by M. Parducz
(1960; 1968; 1970). In connection with a number of unearthed Scythian findings from other
counties, great many referred to objects from Négrad county, and even some significant arti-
facts - including clay stamp seals (pintaderas), mirrors, bits, rattles, ornaments of shaft ends,
weapons etc.! - were also mentioned in critical summaries. Previous research regarding the
Bronze and Early Iron Age of the Carpathian basin was summed up by T. Kemenczei (1970;
1980; 1985; 1986), referring also to the Scythian finds of the county.

After the change of regime in 1989, the number of excavated sites in Hungary generally
increased. However, this is not the case in N6grad county. Partly because of the scarcity

1 See in the Catalogue by name.
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Figure 1. 1: Situation of Nograd county; 2: Scythian sites of Nograd county.
A - settlement; B - grave/cemetery; C - stray find. Author: E. Szakos
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of investments in the region, the number of sites defined as Scythian was enriched only
with three more in the past two decades (Bdcsmegi 2005; Guba 2007; 2008; 2010; Vaday 2001;
2003). Nevertheless, it should be emphasized, that scarcity of Scythian settlement sites is pre-
sumed to reflect the persistence and coexistence of earlier populations. Assemblage of finds
is enriched also by those that have formerly been in the collection of Kubinyi Ferenc Museum
(Majcher 2000; Tanko 2015). Previously known sites and objects were also re-evaluated and
referred by new summaries (Kemenczei 2001; 2009; Tézer 2005).

One might have difficulty managing the information data of the sites that do not dispose
of the same value. Only published excavations can be considered a value of hundred percent,
in the case of an incomplete site report or lacking documentation a significant decrease may
be counted. Recent excavations of trial trenching and large surface are well-documented,
but reduced is the information content learned during field walkings and site surveys. Even
worse is the case with stray finds that entered the museum collection through purchase or as
gifts. However, some of these have burn marks that indicate that they might have been found
in a cremation grave.

The periodisation of sites in the archaeological site register system? - e. g. Iron Age or
Early Iron Age - is often insufficient for determining a culture or ethnic group more accu-
rately. Unpublished excavations, field walkings, site surveys, collections of data are still in-
adequate for one to decide if the material comes from a cemetery, a settlement, or perhaps
from both. Existing problem that is gaining ground today not to seek a more accurate ethni-
cal or cultural affiliation. As a matter of fact, after taking a closer look at the finds from these
sites it can be considered, that some of them belong to the Preschythian Age or the Mezd6csat
Culture, however, it must be noted that the identification of small, plain and featureless frag-
ments of ceramics is not possible in all cases.

In the Late Bronze Age the area was densely populated. A number of settlements and
cemeteries of the Pilinyi Culture is known, and fortified sites, e. g. hillforts at a high altitude
can be found as well (Matuz/Novdki 2002). The Pilinyi Culture continued its habitation at the
time of the Kyjatice Culture, the culture that during its formation was merging multi-ethnic
groups (Kemenczei 1970, 40-42).> Compared to the Scythians these cultures cover a longer
period and thus have more sites with more specific data. Nevertheless, it should be noted
here that in the county of Nograd accurate spatial data is known only at half of the Scythian
sites. Still it is worth comparing - albeit they are nearly not the same number - the above
mentioned different periods sites with less or more accurate spatial data in N6grad county.*

Considering the spatial information of the
sites the graphs illustrate (Figure 2; Table 1) Table 1. Spatial data of sites and cemeteries.
the characteristics of mountainous habitation Author: E. Szakos
and location of cemeteries at different bigger
periods,” while also showing the extent of lost
information in the case of Scythian sites.

It is clear that the geographical conditions of |g;- 13 T s o
the area always had a decisive role. The wealth
of the population in the Bronze Age was char-
acterized by a positive balance of trade.® Mined

Pilinyi | Kyjatice | Early

Culture | Culture | Iron Age St

Cemetery [18 2 0 5
> 61 20 8 8

2 Earlier National Office of Cultural Heritage (KOH), in 2016 Gyula Forster National Heritage and Asset Manage-
ment Centre.

% The finds of the culture can also be detected at former fortified settlements. For example Karancsalja, Kapolna-
hegy and Szanda, Véarhegy: Matuz/Novdiki 2002, 16, 17.

* In the case of stray finds the exact location of the sites is not possible to determine.

5 The data indicate the height above the Baltic Sea.

¢ The characteristics of the balance of trade in the Bronze Age were determined by the ratio of exported and im-
ported goods. Metal objects and raw metal materials were gradually more expensive, than the imported materi-
als needed by the local population.
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Figure 2. Spatial data of sites and cemeteries. Author: E. Szakos

and forged metal raw materials and finished products reached the Hungarian Plain poor in
raw material at the north-south direction routes.

Power changed in the region with the appearance of the Scythians. Their lifestyle east
of the Carpathians was largely horizontal nomadism,” which was unsuitable for the Car-
pathian Basin. However, invasion of the Négrad county territory was crucial, as it provided
connection between the south of Slovakia and the Hungarian Plains, with a military nature
for the Scythians. The newcomers, with a number significantly smaller than the indigenous
population, but also with the benefits of unusual tactics and military power, were able to pre-
serve and take advantage of the economic backdrop the former residents of the area ensured
them. In addition, their presence also involved the surveillance of indigenous population. It
is no coincidence that the known sites are situated in river valleys or near smaller valleys
closed between mountain ranges - but also along roads near springs, close to important for-
mer centers of local population like Benczurfalva, Major-hegy, Piliny, Salgétarjan - Indus-
trial Park IL etc (Figure 1: 2).

Military-related weapons and harness components are mostly found along the roads, in-
dicating military occupation and also ongoing commercial activities (Figure 3).

In 2000, at the excavations of Salgétarjan, Industrial Park II a part of a smaller settlement
belonging to the Scythian Period was unearthed (Vaday 2001; 2003). It is important to note
that there was no significant difference in the settlement materials between the Late Bronze
Age and Early Iron Age phases, a couple of burn marks recorded are not interpreted as the
signs of violent destruction, but of natural disasters or possibly of negligence of the inhabi-
tants (Vaday 2001, 212). This confirms that the homes of indigenous people were not eradi-
cated by Scythian invaders, and they were able to continue their previous activities.

7 ’Tiller Scythians’ engaged with cultivation are known at areas close to Pontus Euxinus.
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Figqure 3. Sites with weapons and harness components linked to military presence. A - axe;
B - bridle mount; C - spearhead; D - arrowheac{; E - bow case mount; F - iron dagger; G - bit.
Author: E. Szakos
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Figure 4. Salgotarjan, Industrial Park II. 1: features with human bones and skeletons;
2: feature No. 7 with the skeleton. A — homogeneous brown; B - yellowish-brown, mixed with gravel
and lime concretions; C - strongly burnt, red; D - light-grey, ashy; E - previous, filled-up water-
course. Author: A. Vaday
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Figure 5. Salgotarjdn, Industrial Park I1. Left - feature No. 27 with the human bones;
Right - feature No. 124 with the skeleton. | - brownish-grey, bound; K - light-grey, ashy; L - daub;
M - charcoal; N - yellowish-brown, mixed with gravel and lime concretions; P - bones;
Author: A. Vaday

Generally speaking, Scythian settlements and cemeteries in the Carpathian Basin remain
separate from each other. At the site of Industrial Park II adult Scythian tombs have not been
found, nor at the latter excavation site to the north from here, at the entrance of the Kincses-
valley. At the site of Industrial Park II - further away from each other - in three cases children
skeletons have been found (Figure 4 and 5) whose existence needs to be explained. The matter
of human skeletons occurring in settlements in earlier and later periods would lead us too
far.® However, in the case of Salgé6tarjan human remains found at the settlement add another
aspect to the phenomenon. On the roads running close to the stream Tarjan leading to the
river Zagyva constantly trailing Scythian warriors could establish contact with the inhabi-
tants of the small village. Those little children could have been descendants of indigenous
women and Scythian men buried by a new rite, in the territory of the village.

The three - already abandoned - features including child bones with no grave furniture
or other objects attached were features No. 7, 27 and 122 (124).° In two cases skeletons were
laid in contracted position over two layers filled up with household waste at the upper part
of the features. A three-year-old girl was in Feature No. 7, remains of an infant at Feature No.
124.° In the upper layer of a house of Feature No. 27. the remains of metacarpals, metatarsals
and pelvic bones of a little girl of about three years old were found," the rest of her bones due
to - unattended - removal of the humus preceding the construction work has been destroyed
together with parts of the house.

8 For instance Neolithic, Bronze Age, Sarmatians, Mongol invasion etc.

®  Vaday 2001, 210, 211, fig. 8. It should be noted here that fig. 5 was incorrectly presented as fig. 4 in the text, with a
wrong caption. See also Vaday 2003, 33.

10 The infant skeleton has the separate Feature number of 122.

1 We would like to thank Gusztav Balazs Mende for the identification of bones.
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Beside the Late Bronze Age vessel fragments, other artifacts as animal bones and iron ob-
jects were also among the waste material of the last two features, confirming the date of the
Scythian period.'?

In Feature No. 27 there was a D-shaped oval iron buckle, with only a fraction of its tongue
remained, together with other iron objects® (Pl. I: 1-2, 8). Under Feature No. 122, an infant
skeleton in Feature No. 124 ten different iron objects were found (tools and equipment),** (P1.
I: 3-7;1I: 1, 2, 5, 6) and a fraction of a bone bit were also unearthed™ (Pl. II: 3). Iron lumps,
slaggy half products, various slage and furnace remains found on the settlement also suggest
the metallurgical activity of the Scythian period (Czajlik et al. 2003).

Below is a list of Scythian sites in the county, including the relevant literature.

Catalogue'®

1. Balassagyarmat, the Hungarian National Museum bought stray finds, bronze rattle
and bell. Kemenczei 1980, 65; 2009, 167.

2. Balassagyarmat, Kaposztasok, settlement. Unpublished excavation of Gabor Bacsme-
gi in 2004. Bdcsmegi 2005, 171; Kemenczei 2009, 167.

3. The grave find is a stray, a short sword, the site is known under different names.
Hampel 1876, 49; Hampel 1893, 387, mentioned as Piliny; Patay 1955, 69: , the site is presu-
mably Dolany (today Benczarfalva).” According to Tibor Kemenczei Négrad county: Ke-
menczei 2009, 172.%7

4. According to Kemenczei (2009, 174) around Benczarfalva, ,Szécsény”. From a grave
(?) found in 1977 bronze arrowhead.

5. Cserhatszentivan, grave or graves, stray bridle bit and arrowhead. Patay 1955, 68, 69,
71, 72; Kemenczei 1985, 56; 2009, 167.

6. Kazar, Als6-dils, grave ceramics, Majcher 2000, 43; Tanko 2015, 432-434.

7. Kazar, Mizserfa banyatelep, elsewhere: Sz6l6tet6-Banyatelep, Szolloverd-alja, grave
tinds. Dornyay 1926, 11; Patay 1955, 69; Majcher 2000, 42.

8. Ludanyhalaszi, Kavicsbanya (Homokbanya), settlement. Guba 2007, 226; 2008, 244;
2010, 262; Kemenczei 2009, 169.

9. Thesiteis known under different names: Matraszele/Kerekdomb/Kazar, Korte-volgyi
Kerek-domb/Matraterenye/Méatraszele-Homokterenye. Graves from the excavations of Béla
Dornyay and then Pal Patay. Dornyay 1928, 340; Fettich 1931, Taf. 17; 1934, Taf. 12; Patay 1961,
23; 1962, 72-76; Kemenczei 2009, 170.'® 35 bronze arrowheads and a bow case mount.

10. Nagyléc, stray iron spear-head, grave?, Patay 1955, 69.

11. Noégradkovesd, Viztarozo és kornyéke, excavations of Pal Patay, graves. Patay 1955,
61-65; 1956, 186, 190; Kemenczei 2001, 15; 2009, 171, 172.

12. Paszto, stray grave finds."”

13. The site is known under two names: Paszto, Gegyenpart and Szurdokpiispoki
Zagyvapart. Stray grave finds. Bits, bronze axe, other finds. Pirducz 1970, 49-58; Kemenczei
2009, 175; Tanké 2015, 435.

14. Piliny, Borsos, graves from the excavations of Jené Nyéry. Among the finds are iron
dagger, two iron pickaxes and two iron spearheads. In 1872 the excavator donated several

12 The finds are located in the Kubinyi Ferenc Museum, Szécsény, henceforward abbreviated as KFM.

B Inv: KFM 2000.1.30, 2000.1.35, 2000.1.37.

4 Inv: KFM 2000.1.152-162.

15 Inv: KFM 2000.1.165.

6 The Catalogue numbers are equalled with the numbers on the map.

7" In Jézsef Hampel’s work inaccuracies repeatedly occurred. Recently Tibor Kemenczei decided to define it as N6g-
rad county. However, the most likely site-definition could be the one that P4l Patay published, who was working
in the county between 1950 and 1957, and was the best expert in Négradian sites.

8 Fettich 1929, referred here is wrong, correct Fettich 1931. )

9 The finds are probably at Gdbor Vékony, they did not get into the Museum in Szécsény. See also the data of KOH
600/592/1/2004.
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artifacts to the Museo Archeologico Nazionale in Venice, among them were three bronze
arrowheads. Nydry 1868, 266, 267; 1870, 125-128; Hampel 1876, 120, 121, 125, 129; 1893, 387,
395; Romer 1878, 182, 183; Reinecke 1897, 21-13; Bottydn 1955, 54; Patay 1955, 66, 67; 1956, 188;
Gilli 1999, 128-133; Kemenczei 2001, 146; 2009, 172, 173; Tézer 2005, 5.

15. Sagujfalu, stray pot. Patay 1955, 69.

16. Salgétarjan, Industrial Park II settlement. Vaday 2001, 209-216; 2003, 31-38; Kemenczei
2009, 174.

17. Szanda, stray iron pickaxe. Patay 1955, 69; Kemenczei 2009, 174.

18. Szurdokpiispoki, bone objects found during construction works. Ghilldny 1945, 51;
Patay 1955, 68; Pirducz 1970, 57; Kemenczei 2009, 175; Tanko 2015, 435.

19. Szécsény, stray grave find. Pirducz 1960, Taf. 28: 1; 1968, Taf. 26; Tézer 2005, 5; Kemenc-
zei 2009, 174.

CONCLUSION

In the Late Bronze Age and Early Iron Age a variety of settlements and cemeteries of the
surviving population are known in Négrad county. However, the presence of Scythian in-
vaders meant a numerical minority compared to the autochthonous population. Newcomers
with equestrian combat tactics and a range of weapons were ensured in the success of their
conquest. For the mostly nomadic Scythians, the mountain regions of the county were not
suitable for their lifestyle they got used to in the East. Nevertheless, several other aspects
were important to them because it created a connection between today’s southern Slovakia
and the Hungarian Plains.

This clarifies the nature of military occupation, referring to objects turned up close to paths
along rivers and streams and well illustrating military presence (Figure 3). Another aspect
of the Scythian conquest is of an economic concern, since the remained metal mining, know-
ledge of smelting, production of raw materials and finished products, which reached the
Plain poor in raw material through trade. Skeletal remains of children and iron objects found
in the features at Salgétarjan, Industrial Park II (Figure 4 and 5) well illustrate the contact
between the natives and the Scythians.

A serious lack of information had to be taken into account among several of the 19 Scy-
thian period sites in the county, therefore our statements need to be supplemented with fur-
ther research.
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RESUME

Lokality zo skytskeho obdobia v Novohradskej zupe

Z Novohradskej zZupy (obr. 1: 1) pozname Sirokt skalu sidlisk a pohrebisk (obr. 1: 2)
prezivajiceho obyvatel'stva, ktoré tu sidlilo v neskorej dobe bronzovej a véasnej dobe Zeleznej.
Vzhladom k poctu poévodnych obyvatelov bol pocet skytskych tto¢nikov velmi nizky.
NovopriSelci vSak vdaka jazdeckej bojovej taktike a skale zbrani (obr. 3) boli preduréeni
na dobytie tizemia.

Pre Skytov, ktori vo svojej domovine na vychode Zzili najma nomadskym sp6sobom, ne-
boli horské oblasti Novohradskej zupy vhodné pre Zivot. Boli pre nich vSak zaujimavé z
iného dévodu, predstavovali totiz spojnicu oblasti juzného (stredného) Slovenska a nizin v
Mad'arsku.

Nalezy, ktoré sa nasli v blizkosti ciest tiahntcich sa pozdiz vodnych tokov (obr. 3),
jasne doklada]u skytsku vojenskd pritomnost a pomaha]u pochopit charakter vojen-
ského ,tazenia”. Dalsim aspektom skytskeho podrudia je vplyv na hospodarstvo, kedze
prave prostrednictvom kontaktov a obchodu sa do oblasti madarskych nizin, chudobnych
na nerastné suroviny dostavaji vedomosti o tazbe rud, tavbe kovov, vyrobe polotovarov
a produktov. Kostrové pozostatky deti (obr. 4; 5) a Zelezné predmety (tab. I; II) najdené v ob-
jektoch na lokalite Salgétarjan, poloha Priemyselny Park II dobre ilustrujt kontakty pévod-
ného obyvatelstva so Skytmi.

Je potrebné si zaroven uvedomit, Zze vo viacerych pripadoch z 19 skytskych lokalit (vid’
Katalég) Novohradskej zupy mame len ttrzkovité informacie, preto je pravdepodobné, Ze
d’alsi vyskum nase zavery spresni a doplni.

Zoznam priloh

Tabela 1. Priestorové tdaje sidlisk a pohrebisk. Autor: E. Szakos

Obr. 1. 1: Lokalizacia Novohradskej zupy; 2: Skytske lokality v Novohradskej zupe. A -
sidlisko; B - hrob/pohrebisko; C - ndhodny nélez. Autor: E. Szakos

Obr. 2. Priestorové tdaje sidlisk a pohrebisk. Autor: E. Szakos

Obr. 3. Lokality s nalezmi zbrani a sti¢asti konského postroja - doklad vojenskej pritom-
nosti. A - sekera; B - strmerti; C - hrot kopije; D - hrot $ipu; E - puzdro na luk; F - Zelezna
dyka; G - hrot. Autor: E. Szakos

Obr. 4. Salgétarjan, Priemyselny Park II. 1: objekty s T'udskymi kostami a kostrami; 2: obj. 7
s kostrou. A - homogénna hnedé; B - Zlto-hneda, premiesana so Strkom a vdpennymi kon-
kréciami; C - silno prepélena, ¢ervena; D - jemne Sedd, popolovita; E - opdtovne zaplnené
koryto. Autor: A. Vaday

Obr. 5. Salgétarjan, Priemyselny Park II. VIavo - obj. 27 s I'udskymi kostami; vpra-
vo - obj. 124 s kostrou. ] - hnedo-Seda, hutna; K - svetlo-Sed4, popolovita; L - mazanica;
M - uhlik; N - Zlto-hneda, premiesana so Strkom a vapennymi konkréciami; P - kosti; Autor:
A. Vaday

Tab. I. Salg6tarjan, Priemyselny Park II. Zelezné predmety. 1-2, 9: obj. 27; 3-8: obj. 124. Au-
tor: A. Vaday

Tab. II. Salgétarjan, Priemyselny Park II. 1-2, 4-6: Zelezné predmety; 3: kosteny predmet
z obj. 122 (124). Autor: A. Vaday

Translated by Eva Szakos
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PI. 1. Salgotarjan, Industrial Park II. Iron finds. 1-2, 9: Feature No. 27; 3-8: Feature No. 124.
Drawing by: A. Vaday
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PI. 1I. Salgétarjan, Industrial Park I1. 1-2, 4-6: iron finds; 3: bone object from the feature
No. 122 (124). Drawing by: A. Vaday
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