ZELEZNA DYKA TYPU GAMOW TRACKO-KIMERSKEHO
HORIZONTU ZO SLOVENSKA
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CAMBAL, Radoslav. The Gaméw type iron dagger of the Thraco-Cimmerian horizon from Slovakia.
Artefacts connected with the influences from Eastern Europe and the Caucasus occur in the territory
of Western Slovakia in the Late Bronze Age (HB2-HB3). This is the horizon of the so-called “Cimmerian
bronzes”. They appear in burial complexes, depots as well as in form of individual finds. They are often
parts of horse harnesses and most frequently, they are weapons - bimetallic daggers with openwork hilts
of the Gamow type. At present, three knives of this type in three different variants are known in Slovakia.
First is made of bronze, second of iron and the last is yet unpublished bimetallic dagger with a bronze
handle and an iron blade.
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UvOD

Zo zapadného Slovenska pochadza vynimo¢ny nalez Zeleznej dyky s jednoradovou
prelamovanou rukovatou, patriaci k okruhu tzv. kimerskych kovov. Ide o typ tvarovo
blizky variantu Gaméw, resp. Gaméw-Berezovka, resp. Gamoéw-Golovjatino (Chochorowski
1993, 115-117; Miiller-Karpe 1961; Podborsky 1967a, 202), patriaci do tzv. tracko-kimerského
horizontu nalezov neskorej doby bronzovej. Miesto nélezu sa podla dostupnych informacif
nachéadza v priestore Slovenskej brany (obr. 1), bez blizsich nalezovych okolnosti.! Slovenska
brana je geomorfologicky utvar vytvoreny riekou Hron a je pripisovana vSetkym tatvarom
od Tekovskej Breznice po Tlmace. Rieka sa prerezava zo Ziarskej kotliny do Podunajskej
niziny cez Pohronsky Inovec na pravom brehu a Stiavnické vrchy na favom brehu. Rieka
v Slovenskej brane zaroven oddelila Kozmalovskeé visky od zvysku pohoria Stiavnické vrchy.
Ide o dolezity komunikaény tah cez pohorie Pohronského Inovca po Ziarsku kotlinu.

OPIS PREDMETU

Zelezna dyka s jednoradovou prelamovanou rukovitou (obr. 2: 1-3). Obdiznikova Ze-
lezna rukovat je ukoncena polgulovitou hribovitou ovalnou hlavicou. Smerom od hlavice
k prietke sa rukovit obdiznikového prierezu zuzuje. Je v nej v jednom rade vyvrtanych
sedem (7) rovnako velkych otvorov s priemerom 0,4 cm (obr. 3: 1, 2). Jeden falo$ny ,nit”
je naznaceny v strede priecky, ktort obopina plastické esicko v kruhu. Prevftané otvory
st obopinané plastickymi esi¢kami, resp. Gponkami. Tato vyzdoba je dobre dochovana iba
na jednej strane rukovite (obr. 4), druha strana je poskodend a vyzdoba je zachovana iba
miestami. Zastita je ploch4, prie¢ne v priereze kosostvorcového tvaru. Ku krajom sa rozsiruje

1 Podla dostupnych informaécii nie je mozné zistit, ¢i ide o ndhodny nalez alebo o nalez ziskany pomocou detektora

kovov.
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a v priereze je ztiZena. Na jednej strane je Vyvftany otvor s priemerom 0,4 cm. Zelezné cepel
je listovita, plochého kosostvorcového prierezu so stredovym rebrom po oboch stranach.
Rebro je ¢lenené, resp. odstupriované piatimi rebierkami po takmer cele; dizke cepele.

Rozmery: celkova dizka: 24,2 cm, dizka ¢epele: 14,2 cm, dizka rukovite: 10 cm, sirka priec-
ky: 4,95 cm, priemer hlavice dyky: 2,5 x 1,75 cm, vyska hlavice rukovéte: 0,99 cm, prierez ru-
kovite v rozmedzi od 1,9 x 0,8 - 1,5 x 0,52 cm, 8irka ¢epele pri priecke: 1,6 cm, max. sirka ce-
pele: 2,18 cm, hrabka ¢epele v rozmedzi od 0,4 cm pri priecke po 0,2 cm pri hrote. Hmotnost:
106,89 g.

d o ’J,"' o A o
i 1 — - !/ ,rg *3’ g T ?N ";

& | :_" / | L B !i.r "“"’"m )"ﬂ? J 3&% ‘;’ 'I “Banski
Hside |~ r, g :(} ¢ Sec o S0 7 [ e T oy ’# " “Stiay rim
q W M= 7T ' iy, | : <Ry ¢ - ¥ =

J — ‘;_‘ s \f 4 R W - I;ﬁ",‘_- w%;,; AR I e . S \
: faa ety M7 L WA 8
= ) | f % E sy P iy 5% 4, s A g .
G e | Gl ¥ I i ROy [ PN o B e
= - 4 | - A i s oo My ’wa‘}a i 4 M AN S ] "_'r'r'
llu i i s B . ) 5‘:"‘- .ff 3 (¥ FTg S V% km st 7
i gi{:; ¥l b 1) 4 \‘?:- .If i
E.h ~ ,._i-" i b 7 ‘f|
Sk i et
A : W RN
! : NG
X W= & TRy

H endifany 5

il |

3

Obr. 1. Oblast ndlezu d]]ky typu Gamow v priestore Slovenskej brany - povodie Hrona medzi Po-
hronskym Inovcom a Stiavnickymi vrchmi (zdroj: http.//mapka.gku.sk/mapovyportal/)

VYHODNOTENIE

Z priestoru Slovenska st doteraz zndme dva exempléare dyk tzv. kimerského horizontu.
Prvym je starsi nalez fragmentu bimetalickej dyky s krizovou plnou liatou rukovitou
s fragmentom Zeleznej cepele typu Golovjatino z Komarna-Brigetia (Eisner 1933, 164,
165; Podborsky 1967a, 204; 1970, 156, Abb. 26: 7). Jej povod je ale otazny. Druhym je nélez
bronzovej dyky typu Gaméw z Malého Cetina (Bdtora 2000, 435-448; 2006, 248-260, obr. 176),
ktorej nalezisko je z geografického hladiska nedaleko od oblasti nalezu nami publikovaného
predmetu.? Zo stredoeurdépskeho regionu pozndme takmer identické nalezy v podobe
bimetalickych dyk v depotoch z Gamowa (Miiller-Karpe 1961) a zo Stramberku (Podborsky
1967a; 1967b). Vyskyt dyk s prelamovanou rukovitou typu Gamoéw v priestore Karpatskej
kotliny so $irsimi savislostami v ostatnom obdobi komplexne vyhodnotili K. Metzner-Nebelsick
(2002,367-377) a T. Kemenczei (2005, 68, 69, Taf. 61: A). V pripade zbrani tohto typuide o vplyvy
z ¢ernogorovského (stepného) a novocerkaského (kaukazského) prostredia (Chochorowski
2014, 9, Ryc. 2). K najstarsim patria celobronzové exemplare typu Gamoéw-Pjatigorsk, resp.
Kabardino-Pjatigorsky typ a bimetalické dyky viacerych typov s prelamovanymi rukovatami

2 Do skupiny bimetalickych dyk patri aj d'alsi autorom toho prispevku doteraz nepublikovany a do tlate pripravo-
vany nalez dyky z Dolnych Vestenic na zdpadnom Slovensku.
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Obr. 2. Zeleznd dyka typu Gamow z priestoru Slovenskej brany. Kresby a foto: R. Cambal

st mladsie, patriace do 9. - 8. storocia pred Kr. (Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 373). Podobne ich
do zaciatku neskorej doby bronzovej datuje aj T. Kemenczei (2005, 68, 69). G. Kossack ich
datuje starsie so zac¢iatkom ich vyskytu uz v 10. storo¢i pred Kr. (Kossack 1980, 112). Podobna
vyzdoba v podobe esitiek alebo tiponiek obopinajtcich otvory na rukovitije na dyke z hrobu
15 v Kislovodsku, Mebel'naja fabrika 1 (Metzner-Nebelsick 2009, Abb. 4), ako aj na exemplaroch
z d’algich lokalit severného Kaukazu (lvantchik 2001, 123-125, Puc. 57: 4, 7; Kozenkova 1975,
Rys. 10) a Abadzechskaja v Kubanskej oblasti (lvantchik 2001, Puc. 57: 7; Podborsky 1967a,

= 10 em

Obr. 3. Detail oboch stran rukovite dyky typu Gamow z priestoru Slovenskej brany.
Foto: R. Cambal
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Obr. 4. Detail kovanej esovitej vyjzdoby na rukoviti Zeleznej dyky typu Gamow z priestoru
Slovenskej briany. Foto: R. Cambal

obr. 62; 1970, 156, Abb. 25: 15). V ich pripade ide v$ak o vyzdobu v dvoch stipikoch
a v nasom pripade ide o jednoradovt vyzdobu. Spdsob vyzdoby na dyke z priestoru Sloven-
skej brany vsak jednozna¢ne poukazuje na vztah k oblasti Kaukazu a mézeme predpokla-
dat, ze v tomto pripade nejde o vnutrokarpatsky vyrobok, ale priamo o import zo se-
veropontskej stepnej alebo kaukazskej oblasti.

Ohl'adom nélezov a predovsetkym datovania dyk typu Gaméw existuje zna¢na polemika.
Vo vSeobecnosti mozno konstatovat, Zze patria v rdmci Karpatskej kotliny do stuptia HB2 -
HB3 t.j. do 2. polovice 9. az 1. polovice 8. storocia pred Kr. (Chochorowski 1993, 122; 2014, 9;
Kemenczei 1984, 95; 2005, 68, 69; Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 373). V ramci izemia strednej Eurépy
sa ich vyskyt napadne koncentruje na tzemi severného Mad'arska, zdpadného Slovenska,
severnej Moravy a juzného Polska. Okrem zbrani pozndme dalsie néleziskd, spajané
s horizontom tzv. kimerskych bronzov. Tie sa do istej miery prekryvaja s oblastou zapadného
roz$irenia a vyskytu nalezov skupiny Mez&csat (Romsauer 1999, 167-174, Abb. 1). Podla
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doterajsich nalezisk a poznatkov m6zeme konstatovat, Ze sa nalezy a zbrane tohto horizontu
koncentruja v priestore kontaktnej zény medzi podolskou a luZickou kulttrou v priestore
zapadného Slovenska, t.j na rozhrani roviny a kopcovitého terénu (dyky: Maly Cetin, Dolné
Vestenice, priestor Slovenskej brany). Depoty st z Tren¢ianskych Teplic-Cvirigovca (Cambal
2015) a zo Santovky (Nevizdnsky 1985). Zo Sale pochadza hrot kopije s otvormi na liste
(Studenikova 1987). Napadny je vyskyt kimerskych nalezov, napr. v hrobe zo Senice (Dusek
1962; 1979; Studenikovd 2007) a Prasnika v priestore dolezitych prechodov na Moravu, odkial
je zndmych taktiez niekolko nélezisk s predmetmi tohto typu (Podborsky 1967a, 202-204;
1967b, 38-47; 1970, 153-163; Stegmann-Rajtdr 1986, 211-219).

Unikatny Zelezny exemplar dyky z priestoru Slovenskej brany nie je mozné na zaklade
neznamych nalezovych okolnosti presnejsie vyhodnotit. Pravdepodobne patri k mladsim
typom tychto zbrani. Vkazdom pripade ide o zaujimavy ojedinely nélez, ktory dopliuje oblast
vyskytu tzv. tracko-kimerskych predmetov v priestore strednej Eurépy a predpokladame, Ze
jeho pdvod stvisi priamo s oblastou Kaukazu.
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RESUME

The Gamow type iron dagger of the Thraco-Cimmerian horizon from Slovakia

An exceptional find of an iron dagger with a single-row openwork hilt comes from
Western Slovakia; its shape is similar to the Gaméw variant belonging to the so-called
Thraco-Cimmerian horizon of finds in the Late Bronze Age. The find was discovered - ac-
cording to the available information - in the area of the Slovenska brana (Porta Slovenica)
geomorphological shape (Figure 1), no details of the find situation are known. Slovenska
brana is geomorphology formation formed by the river Hron between the Pohronsky Inovec
Mountains and the Stiavnica Mountains. Two examples of the so-called Cimmerian horizon
daggers are known from the territory of Slovakia. The first one is an older find of a frag-
ment from a bimetallic dagger with a full cross-shaped moulded hilt with a fragment of an
iron blade of the Golovjatino type from Komarno-Brigetio (Eisner 1933, 164, 165; Podborsky
1967a,204; 1970, 156, Abb. 26: 7). Its origin is rather questionable. The second find is a bronze
dagger of the Gaméw type from Maly Cetin (Bdtora 2000, 435-448; 2006, 248-260, obr. 176),
whose place of discovery is geographically close to the place where our published artefact
was discovered. Within the Central European region, almost identical finds in form of bi-
metallic daggers are included in depots from Gaméw (Miiller-Karpe 1961) and Stramberk
(Podborsky 1967a; 1967b). The occurrence of daggers with openwork hilts of the Gaméw type
in the territory of the Carpathian basin with a wider context have been complexly evalua-
ted by K. Metzner-Nebelsick (2002, 367, 377) and T. Kemenczei (2005, 68, 69, Taf. 61: A). As for
weapons of this type, there are influences from the Chernogorsk (steppe) or Novocherkassk
(Caucasian) environment (Chochorowski 2014, 9, Ryc. 2). The oldest specimens include fully
bronze examples of the Gamoéw-Pjatigorsk or Kabardino-Pjatigorsk types; bimetallic daggers
of various types with openwork hilts are younger, from the 9th-8th century BC. (Kemenczei
2005, 68, 69; Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 373). Similar decorative S-shapes or tendrils surrounding
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the openings in the hilt (Figure 2-4) can be seen on the dagger from burial 15 in Kislovodsk,
Mebelnaya fabrika 1 (Metzner-Nebelsick 2009, Abb. 4) as well as on the specimens from other
sites of the northern Caucasus (Ivantchik 2001, 123-125, Puc. 57: 4, 7; Kozenkova 1975, Rys. 10)
and Abadzechskaja in the Kubané region (Ivantchik 2001, Pvic. 57: 7; Podborsky 1967a, obr. 62;
1970, 156, Abb. 25: 15). However, they have decoration arranged in two rows and our spe-
cimen has single-row decoration applied on it. The decorative method used on the dagger
from the territory of the Slovenska bréana clearly shows a relation to the Caucasus territory
and we can assume that it is not an inner Carpathian product; it is probably a direct import
from the northern Pontus steppe or Caucasian territory.

There are arguments about dating of the Gamoéw type daggers finds. In general, we can
say that within the Carpathian basin, they belong to stage HB2-HBS3, i. e. the second half
of the 9™ or the first half of the 8" century BC (Chochorowski 1993, 122; 2014, 9; Kemenczei 1984,
95; 2005, 68, 69; Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 373). According to the current sites and knowledge,
finds and weapons from this horizon are concentrated in the territory of the contact zone
between the Podolie and Lusatian Culture in Western Slovakia, i. e. on the interface of flatland
and hilly terrain (daggers: Maly Cetin, Dolné Vestenice, area of the Slovenska brana). Depots
come from Trencianske Tephce—Cvmgovec (Cambal 2015) and Santovka (Nevizansky 1985).
A spearpoint with perforations on the leaf comes from Sala (Studenikovd 1987). Occurrence
of Cimmerian finds e. g. in burials from Senica (Dusek 1962; 1979; Studenikovd 2007) and
Prasnik is remarkable. This is the territory of important passages to Moravia where there are
several sites with finds of the similar finds (Podborsky 1967a, 202-204; 1967b, 38-47; 1970, 153-
163; Stegmann-Rajtar 1986, 211-219).

The unique iron example of a dagger from the territory of the Slovenska brana geomor-
phological shape cannot be precisely evaluated due to unknown find situation and lack
of context. Nevertheless, it is an interesting and unique find which complements the area
of occurrence of the so-called Thraco-Cimmerian artefacts in the territory of Central Europe
and we suppose that its origin is directly related to the Caucasus.

Captions

Figure 1. The area of occurrence of the Gaméw type dagger near the Slovenska brana
(Porta Slovenica) geomorphological shape - the Hron river basin between Pohronsky Inovec
and the Stiavnica Mountains (source: http:/ /mapka.gku.sk/mapovyportal)

Figure 2. Iron dagger of the Gaméw type from the area of the Slovenskéd brana (Porta
Slovenica). Drawings and photo by: R. Cambal

Figure 3. Detail of both sides of the hilt of the Gaméw type dagger from the area of the
Slovenska brana (Porta Slovenica). Photo by: R. Cambal

Figure 4. Detail of forged S-shape decoration on the hilt of the Gaméw type iron dagger
from the area of the Slovenska brana (Porta Slovenica). Photo by: R. Cambal
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