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INTENTIONAL DESTRUCTION OF INVENTORY IN CELTIC
WARRIOR GRAVES IN THE MIDDLE DANUBE REGION

Zuzana ZETOCHOVA

ZETOCHOVA, Zuzana. Intencionalne ni¢enie inventara v keltskych bojovnickych hroboch zo stred-
ného Podunajska. Spolu s objavenim sa prvych ziarovych hrobov na keltskych pohrebiskach v oblasti
stredného Podunajska sa vyrazne zmenil aj vztah medzi telom pochovaného a hrobovym inventarom.
Objavenie sa fenoménu zamerného nicenia hrobového inventéara je dokladom zmien v stabore ritudlov
spojenych s pohrebom. Kazda vyrazna zmena ritualov vyvoldva mnoZzstvo otazok. Je ale velmi kompli-
kované hladat vysvetlenia pre tieto zmeny. Detailnd analyza Ziarovych hrobov ndm moéze napomoct
odhalit' skryté informadcie o ritudloch a ostatnych procesoch spojenych s pohrebom. Identifikacia a in-
terpretécia ritudlov spojenych s pohrebom a smrtou je jednym z najzaujimavejsich vyskumnych smerov
v archeol6gii. Tato snaha vSak musi zahfiat viaceré interdisciplinarne pristupy. V priestore stredného
Podunajska bolo zdmerné nicenie inventdra spojené len so Ziarovymi hrobmi. Naproti tomu, v zdpado-
keltskom prostredi sa s tymto zvykom stretivame pomerne casto aj v kostrovych hroboch (deformacia
zbrani v hroboch bojovnikov). Rozdiely m6Zeme identifikovat nielen medzi jednotlivymi regiénmi, ale aj
na samotnych pohrebiskach v stredodunajskom priestore.
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Warriors represent a very special group from various perspectives. The grave assemblage
is distinctive from other graves on cemetery. It is not reflected only in the presence of weapons
and armour, but also in rituals performed before, during and after the burial. Some of these
rituals are visible in the archaeological context, about some of them one can only speculate.

The custom of the intentional destruction of inventory is very common in cremation graves
of Celtic warriors in the Middle Danube Region. However, no special attention was paid to
this phenomenon. It was mentioned only marginally in complex studies dedicated to Celtic
burial rite (Harustiak 2009, 123; Ramsl 2002, 118, 119; Zetochovd 2015, 148). It is important to
that this custom does not appear only in warrior graves, but also in the graves of the entire
population buried in Celtic cemeteries. Several researchers from surrounding regions have
already studied the weapon destruction in Celtic graves, sanctuaries and votive depositions
(Buchwald 2005, 121; Mandescu 2012; Pleiner/Scott 1993, 161).

This paper deals with the territory of the Middle Danube, which covers south-western Slo-
vakia, Transdanubia (north-western Hungary), Moravia and Lower Austria. Data from the
territory of Lower Austria and Moravia were, however, insufficient for any detailed analy-
sis. The main problem is a small number of cremation graves belonging to warriors (only 9
graves). However the information about inventory deformation in graves from Lower Aus-
tria and Moravia territory is included in the text. Almost all graves contained destroyed
weapons. Disturbed graves or graves with insufficient amount of written documentation
were not included in the database.

The main database for a detailed analysis of weapon destruction in Celtic cremation graves
therefore contains 77 graves from 15 cemeteries. In almost 51% of them destroyed weapons
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were deposited. The ratio of graves with damaged weapons from Slovakia and Transdanu-
bia is different (54% from Slovakia and 42% from Transdanubia), and it differs from site
to site (Table 1).

Four main groups of artefacts can be identified in the analysis of the inventory destruction:
jewellery and clothing fittings, weapons and armour, tools and pottery. Metal artefacts were
ritually destroyed in several ways:

- deformation by fire (partial or full); the stage of deformation affects the possibility
of the artefact identification;

- bending, deformation of the original shape of the artefact (no problem with the iden-
tification of original shape and function);

- fragmentation - intentional destruction of the artefact; the stage of fragmentation
affects the analysis of the artefact type and its original dimensions.

There were no rules for inventory destruction. Even in the case of the full weapon kit, only
a part of weapons may have been deformed and others were left untouched. In the studied
area a high variability in weapon destruction can be observed. On several swords, scabbards,
lances and shield buckles are visible traces of fire without any type of bending (e.g. Mana -
grave 32; Rezi - graves 23 and 41; Ludas - grave 1055 and 1057).

Table 1. Analysed Celtic cemeteries from the Middle Danube region.

South-western Slovakia
[Dubnik 5 4 2 Bujna 1989
[Holiare 23 7 4 Benadik/Vicek/Ambros 1957
Chotin X 4 1 1 Ratimorskd 1981
Malé Kosihy 61 10 6 Bujna 1995b
Marna 17 6 2 Beriadik 1983
Transdanubia
Balatongyorok 1 1 1 Horvath 1987
Bucsu 11 2 1 Ilon/Nagy 2010
Magyarszerdahely 23 6 1 Horvdth 1987
Ludas 72 19 9 Szabo/Tanko 2012
Rezi-Rezicseri 53 5 3 Horvdth 1987
Vac 31 5 1 Hellebrandt 1999
[Moravia
Brno-Chrlice 1 1 1 Cizmdrovd 2011
Kobylnice 3 2 1 Cizmarovd 2011
Ponétovice 35 4 3 Meduna 1962; CizmdFovd 2011
[Lower Austria

ottenbrunn 11 4 3 Ramsl 2002
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Fig. 1.Various types of sword deformation. A - Dubnik, grave 27 (after Bujna 1989, Taf. XX VII:
B-6); B - Ludas, grave 703 (after Szabd/Tanko 2012, Pl. XVI: 1); C - Pottenbrunn, grave 1005
(after Ramsl 2002, Taf. 80: 7a); D - Ludas, grave 879 (after Szabo/Tanko 2012, Pl. XXI: 1).
Different scale

Weapons destruction

The sword as such is the symbolic extension of warrior’s arm. It can be analysed from the
aspects of typology, chronology, use-wear and metallurgy. Connected with burials, sword
and other weapons and armour can be seen as symbols of status. Buried warriors were given
full (sword, lance and shield) or partial weaponry. Before, during and after the burial cer-
emony many rituals were conducted in order to bring the soul to the Otherworld. Intentional
destruction of inventory represents only one of these rituals.

The most common type of sword deformation was bending of the blade which was done
in several ways (fig. 1). Swords were folded into an S-shape; two to four times (Dubnik -
grave 27; Malé Kosihy - graves 62 and 477; Ludas - graves 879 and 1288; Ponétovice - grave
26 and Pottenbrunn - grave 975 and probably also Marna - grave 122). A less common type
of deformation was bending of the blade approximately in the middle (Dubnik - grave 15;
Ludas - graves 904, 1005 a 1056 and Pottenbrunn - grave 1005). In a few cases the sword
blade was folded in one direction/ rolled-in (Holiare - graves 29 and 544, Ludas - graves 703
and 1140 and Magyarszerdahely - grave 30). Gentle undulating of the sword blade identified
in the analysed grave 9 from cemetery in Brno-Chrlice was rather rare. A similar type of de-
formation was identified in the grave 9 in Kobylnice. In the rest of the analysed graves were
identified other or combined types of bending (Ponétovice - grave 14 and Vac - grave 40).

The scabbard was present in all graves, usually bent together with the sword which was
kept inside the scabbard. There is an important exception in the case of the grave 30 from
Magyarszerdahely where the sword and the scabbard were bent separately. The sword was
folded three times in one direction (rolled-in), but the scabbard was very tightly folded twice
into an S-shape. Moreover, the sword was pulled through an anklet. The damaged weapons
were deposited separately from the concentration of the cremated human remains (Horvith
1987, fig. 30, P1. XIIIL: 1a, 2a). A similar find of the separately bent sword and scabbard come
from Ribjek near Mokronog (Laharnar 2013).

A distinct feature presents the grave 544 from Holiare, where two bent swords were in-
cluded in the inventory. One sword was rolled-in four times, the other one three times fold-
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Fig. 2. Various types of lance deformation. A - Dubnik, grave 15 (after Bujna 1989, Taf. XII: B-4);
B - Ludas, grave 879 (after Szabo/Tanko 2012, Pl. XXII: 1); C - Ludas, grave 1005 (Szabo/Tanko
2012, Pl. XXXIII: 2). Different scale

ed in an S-shape. The cremated human remains were scattered on the metal grave goods
(Benadik/Vicek/Ambros 1957, 93, Tab. XXXVI: 6, 7). In case of this grave we could consider the
possibility of the double cremation grave. This phenomenon was the subject of study of sev-
eral researchers (Czarnecka 2007; Egg 1999).

The grave 170 from Bucsu is remarkable, because only a bent scabbard without sword was
present (llon/Nagy 2010, 79, tig. 15). A similar situation was uncovered in two graves in Rezi
where the graves 23 and 41 contained only fragments of scabbards damaged by fire without
swords (Horvdth 1987, 107 and 114).

Weapon fragmentation was identified in the graves 6, 31, 75 and 453 from Malé Kosihy. In
the grave 31 the complete grave inventory including the sword with scabbard, parts of the
shield and maybe a lance was fragmented. In this case the ritual fragmentation of the grave
inventory was connected with the secondary burial ritual. The grave was opened probably
shortly after the burial which is suggested by the shaft identified during the excavation (Buj-
na 1995b, 25; Taf. 6: 1la-c; 7: 1, 2a-b, 3, 5). Metal fragments, burnt human and animal remains
were evenly scattered on the whole surface of the pit in graves 6, 31 and 75.

A different situation was documented in the grave 453 where the fragments of weapons
were deposited in the north-east part of the grave pit. The cremated human remains were
deposited on the pile close to the western wall of the grave. The rest of the inventory was
untouched, only weapons were destroyed (Bujna 1995b, 90; Abb. 453).

Lances were in most cases simply bent in the middle of the leaf part (fig. 2). The speci-
men from the grave 15 in Dubnik (bent twice - in the same direction) and from the grave
16 in Ponétovice (one side of the leaf was bent inside) are distinct finds of this kind. A rare
situation was documented in the inhumation grave 562 from Pottenbrunn cemetery which
contained a slightly deformed lance (Ramsl 2002, 82; Abb. 83). In this case, however, it is
very difficult to distinguish intentional deformation from accidental bending. In the territory
south of Bologna, for instance, inhumation graves with bent weapons were quite common;
e.g. graves 35 and 55 from Monte Bibele cemetery (Vitali 2003, 129, 189) and in the cemetery
Kutna hora-Karlov in Central Bohemia - graves 17 and 37 (Valentovd/Sankot 2011, 301, 321).

Shield buckles had traces of fire on their surface in a few cases, e.g. in Holiare (grave
70) and Mana (grave 32). Fragmentation of shield parts was identified in three graves from
the Malé Kosihy cemetery - grave 6, 31 and 453. Bending was also quite a common type of
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Fig. 3. Various examples of bending of shield buckles. A - Chotin X, grave 27/72 (after Ratimorskd
1981, Tab. XXB: 4); B - Ludas, grave 879 (after Szabo/Tanké 2012, Pl. XXIII: 2); C - Ludas, grave
1056 (after Szabo/Tanko 2012, Pl. XLII: 8). Different scale

shield buckles deformation (see fig. 3) - Chotin (grave 27/72), Malé Kosihy (grave 62), Lu-
das (graves 879 and 1056). The warrior grave 27/72 from Chotin X contained only a shield
buckle, and no weapons were present (Ratimorskd 1981, 52, Tab. XX: B: 1-4). One side of it was
bent outwards.

Chronology of the custom

First cremation graves appear in the Middle Danube region in the LT B1 phase. Most of
the early cremations belonged to warriors, and graves contain deformed weapons already
in this phase. In western regions of the Celtic world cremation appeared already in the Early
La Téne period. For example the grave 7 from Nebringen contained a deformed sword in a
scabbard (Krimer 1964, 26, Taf. 10A: 1).

Chronological analysis of the custom of weapon deformation is biased by the small num-
ber of graves from LT Bl and LT B1/B2. All graves from Moravia with deformed swords and
lances are included in the LT Clb-c. Analysis was therefore performed only for the graves
from Slovakia and Transdanubia territory. Individual regions show different tendencies in
the intentional inventory custom. More than 50% of graves from LT B2 contained deformed
weapons. A decrease of the custom in graves from Slovakia can be observed from LT B2/C1.
Conversely in Transdanubia after a small decrease of the custom from LT B2/C1, weapon

100% -
90% - —
80% - —
70% - —
60% - —
50% - —
40% - —
30% - —
20% - —
10% - —
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LTB1-LTB1/B2 LTB2a-b LTB2/C1 LTCla-b LTC1b-c
(n=1) (n=15) (n=16) (n=20) (n=8)
B SW Slovakia (n=30) Transdanubia (n=37)

Fig. 4. Chronological analysis of weapon destruction in cremation graves of warriors from Slovakia
and Transdanubia territory. The number in brackets signifies - the number of warrior graves
in the chronological phase
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Fig. 5. Weapon destruction in analysed Celtic cremation graves from Slovakia (S) and Transdanubia
(T). The number in brackets signifies the- number of warrior graves in the chronological phase

destruction in cremation graves increased again in the next phase (fig. 4). Observable chang-
es could have been caused by the arrival of a new wave of migrants in LT B2/C1, when new
cemeteries were founded and new types of female jewellery appeared (Bujna 2004, 331).

It is not possible to identify any tendencies in weapon deformation, and gentle and severe
bending is represented in all phases. However, simple traces of fire without any deformation
are common from LT B2/C1 for both territories (fig. 5).

First graves with intentionally fragmented pottery appeared in Malé Kosihy in chronolo-
gical stage LT B1/B2 (early cremation graves 28 and grave 62) and continued until the end of
burying at the cemetery in chronological stage LT Clc. With the exception of the early grave
62, most of warrior graves with intentionally fragmented pottery appeared only from LT
Cla-b. The grave 31 is controversial because fragmentation of pottery was probably caused
during the secondary ritual after opening of the grave.

Most graves from Transdanubia in which secondarily burnt or fragmented pottery was
found appeared also in LT B2/C1. Secondary burning was identified in all graves in Ponéto-
vice, which are included in LT Clb-c. Two warrior graves from Brno- Chrlice (grave 9) and
Kobylnice (grave 9) belong to the same phase.

Intentionally destroyed jewellery and pottery

Deformed jewellery or clothing fittings were not very common in the graves of warriors.
Only four examples were identified among the analysed graves from the Middle Danube
region - the grave 27 from Dubnik (a bronze ring), the grave 32 from Marna (a glass bracelet),
the grave 545 from Holiare (a bronze anklet) and the grave 879 from Ludas (an iron bracelet).

The grave 545 from the Holiare cemetery contained a rare find of a pair of bronze anklets
deformed by fire and lance which also had some traces of fire (Benadik/VIcek/Ambros 1957, 93).
We have to be cautious about the presence of the lance , however, since only the socket was
preserved. Various explanations for this kind of grave deposition are possible. Supposedly it
was a double cremation grave of a warrior and a woman related to him in some way. It could
have also been the grave of a warrior, whilst the anklets could be a gift from a mourning wife.
An opposite explanation is possible as well.

During the cremation the mourners took part in funeral banquets which are supported
by literary sources and archaeological finds (Green 1992, 107, 108). These banquets probably
took place close to the burial pyre. It is very likely that intentionally fragmented vessels were
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used for the purposes of the burial ceremony and the feast. During or after the feast they
were smashed and all or just a part of fragments were put into the grave pit.

While the custom of intentional destruction of pottery was not very common among the
Celts in the Middle Danube region, it was identified in almost 79% of the analysed graves
from Malé Kosihy. Graves with destroyed pottery were evenly distributed among the other
graves in the cemetery. Some graves contained completely destroyed pottery inventory.
On the other hand, several graves contained whole vessels with some sherds of the intenti-
onally destroyed pottery. Fragments of intentionally broken vessels were mostly found on
the bottom of the grave pit, scattered or along the walls. The deposition of pottery fragments
depended also on the manner of deposition of cremated human remains. Pottery fragments
appeared in the concentration of burnt bones (mostly in cremations with scattered ashes) or
outside this concentration (deposition of bones on the pile). A situation uncovered in the gra-
ve 31 in Malé Kosihy suggests that possible pottery destruction might have been the result
of the secondary opening of the grave (Bujna 1995, 24, 25; Abb. 11).

Bowls and flasks are prevalent among destroyed vessels. They were also the principal
types of preserved vessels in all analysed cremation graves in the Middle Danube region.
There is, however, a small difference in dimensions between preserved and fragmented ve-
ssels. Besides intentionally broken vessels, secondarily burnt vessels were observed in graves
also. They mostly appeared in Moravia, where all graves from Ponétovice contained secon-
darily burnt pottery fragments from various types of vessels. There is just one example of a
warrior’s grave with secondarily burnt pottery known from south-western Slovakia. Sherds
of the flask with the stamp decoration deformed by the fire were deposited on several spots
outside of the concentration of cremated human remains on the bottom of the grave 62 from
Malé Kosihy (Bujna 1995b, 28, 29, Abb. 13b). One warrior’s grave with secondarily burnt
vessel was identified in Transdanubia. A remarkable find is the grave 1 from Balatongyocrok
in which the remains of the black, tar-like substance (probably the pitch) where identified
on the inner surface of the secondarily burnt flask. It was probably burnt together with the
dead body and might have released a pleasant smell during cremation (Horvith 1987, 68, 69;
Peskai/Ludikovsky 1978, 72-75).

Possible interpretation of behaviour and factors of influence

The custom of the intentional destruction of inventory is not exclusive for the La Téne
Period. It had appeared already in the Late Bronze Age (Urnfield cultures), in the Hallstatt
period and continues over the following periods. Fire deformed objects were documented
in cremation graves from the Statzendorf cemetery belonging to the Kalenderberg culture
(Rebay 2006) and cemeteries of the Vekerzug culture in Chotin (Dusek 1966; Kozubovi 2013)
and Tapioszelé (Pdrducz 1966). Although secondarily burnt pottery was more common
in Statzendorf, the custom of intentional destruction of pottery was more typical for cremation
graves of the Vekerzug culture.

The intentional destruction of inventory can be interpreted as a ritual connected with the
transition into the afterlife and the symbolism of transformation through the purifying power
of the fire. The ritually bent weapons from the Middle Danube region were deposited only in
the cremation graves. The same results came from the research of Dragos Mandescu for the
territory of Transylvania (Mindescu 2012, 347).

Various interpretations of the custom of intentional destruction of weapons have their
own weaknesses. Some scholars suggest that long weapons such as swords were simply
too big to be put into the grave pit. This explanation seems unfounded as the analysis of the
size of cremation graves has not shown any significant difference in length and width of the
grave pits. The weapons could have been demonstratively destroyed in front of the burial
participants from practical reasons, that is, to prevent possible robbery of the grave (Pinter
2001, 56-58). In this case, however, one needs to ask the question why were the weapons in
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other graves left untouched.

This custom may represent ritual behaviour related to the individual character of the
artefact. Mark Pearce suggested that some swords and lances carried a part of the warrior’s
soul. He argues that some of Celtic swords were decorated with anthropomorphic features,
such as eyes and face, or they were punch-marked with a personal name (Pearce 2013), and
they must have been destroyed after their owner’s death. Such a “personalized” sword was
also found in Slovakia. The grave 1 (tumulus 8) in Zemplin contained a sword which was
marked [V]TILICI[O] in Latin letters. It is, however, unclear if it is the name of its owner,
maker or the sword itself (Pleiner/Scott 1993, 80, 97, 98, fig. 11).

In some cases the custom of intentional destruction of grave inventory can be traced to
the fear of the dead, especially if it was connected with the secondary opening of the grave.
These practices include not only the final outcome of the funeral that can be seen in the
archaeological context, but also rituals that prevent the return of the dead and secure his/her
transition into the afterlife. This can be a possible explanation of the ritual uncovered in the
grave 31 in the Malé Kosihy cemetery. The whole inventory of the grave has its origins in the
western territory of the Celtic world. Particularly exceptional is a sword with a scabbard with
stamp decoration and what is possibly a fragment of the helmet (Bujna 1995a, 259, 260, 267;
fig. 2: 4a-e, 3: 15a-1; 1995b, 125, 126, Taf. 6: 4a-d). Unusual inventory in the grave is a strong
evidence for the foreign origin of the buried person. Therefore the final outcome of the grave
can be related to the fear of the community members who performed the burial.

The elements of the ritual belong to the sphere of superstition and religious motivation
(Berecki 2006, 64). Weapons can be seen as a symbolic extension of the warrior’s arm and
thus they became a part of the body that was ‘killed” after his death (Rustoiu 2008, 91). This,
of course, raises a question: Why can we observe this custom only in some warrior graves?
What could have possibly influenced the use of the ritual? These questions are particularly
important when one analyses cremation graves with damaged goods. The custom is
not connected to any visible archaeological feature detected. The graves that contained
intentionally destroyed objects were similar to the graves with preserved weapons - this
includes the dimensions of the grave pit, quality and quantity of the grave goods or the age
group of the buried individuals.

The graves with the deformed grave goods were evenly distributed in the analysed
cemeteries. There was no visible effort of the community to exclude these individuals from
others and there is no visible connection between the graves with destroyed inventory
from the chronological, spatial, material or the anthropological point of view. Presumably
the intentional destruction of inventory was a ritual of a certain social group (family/clan).
In this sense, the DNA and isotope analysis can be helpful and suggest possible relations
between buried individuals or nonlocal population. Such analyses were already performed
on the graves from Nebringen and Monte Bibele (Scheeres et al. 2013), and from Radovésice
and Kutna Hora (Scheeres et al. 2014).

Conclusions

Intentional destruction of inventory is one of the most interesting phenomena connected
with the Celtic burial rite. In the Middle Danube Region this custom was limited only to the
cremation graves. In the western Celtic territories, however, it was quite common for the
inhumation graves. The differences can be identified not only in analysed areas but also in
the graves within a single cemetery in the Middle Danube Region. Intentional destruction
of inventory was identified only in some graves in the analysed cemeteries which, belong to
various chronological phases.

In the warrior graves the destruction of weapons (swords, lances) and armour (shield
buckles) was the most common manifestation of this custom. The weapon destruction
was identified in 51 % of the analysed cremation warrior’s graves. The variability of the
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deformation was very high (fig. 1, 2). There were no distinct differences among the studied
areas considering the manner of destruction. The swords were deformed mostly in scabbards.
They were bent or fragmented, although fragmentation of weapons was identified only in
four graves from Malé Kosihy. The lances were deformed very often (bent in the middle of
the leaf or fragmented). Fragmentation of weapons was identified only in Malé Kosihy.

Besides metal artefacts, pottery was also intentionally destroyed by secondary burning
and fragmentation. It could have been connected to the funeral banquets, which probably
took place close to the funeral pyre. Pottery destruction was not very common in the
analysed cremation graves. This could have been caused by inadequate insufficient methods
of excavation or documentation (quite common in excavations from the first half of the 20th
century). It is worth mentioning that the secondarily burnt vessels appeared in all graves
from Ponétovice (Moravia). Fragmentation of vessels was identified in 79% of cremation
graves from Malé Kosihy.

First cremation graves with intentionally destroyed inventory appeared in the Middle
Danube Region in LT B1, when only weapons and pottery deformation was identified.
Damaged jewellery and clothing fittings were found in the graves from LT B2. Chronological
analysis shows some differences between the areas of south-western Slovakia and
Transdanubia. A significant change in the analysed custom is observable in the LT B2/C1
phase which is associated with the arrival of a new wave of migrants to the Middle Danube
Region. This is supported by the foundation of new cemeteries and the appearance of new
types of female jewellery.

The reason why the ritual practice was limited to selected members of the community
could have been their symbolic separation from others in order to separate their social group.
The individuals buried in the graves with damaged goods were therefore connected by a
common social bond (family/clan), social status or membership of a particular group. The
used rituals and the burial were strongly influenced by cosmology, religion and superstitious
beliefs.
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RESUME
Intenciondlne nic¢enie inventara v keltskych bojovnickych hroboch zo stredného Podunajska

Zvyk intencionalneho poskodzovania inventdra Zziarovych hrobov je fenomén, ktory sa
v roznej miere objavuje na vsetkych analyzovanych keltskych pohrebiskach v priestore
stredného Podunajska. Tento zvyk nie je charakteristicky len pre mladsiu dobu Zeleznd.
Stretdvame sa s nim uZ na pohrebiskach kulttar popolnicovych poli a pokracuje aj v neskorsich
obdobiach. So zdmernym poskodzovanim inventara sa na sledovanych pohrebiskach
stretdvame takmer vylu¢ne v Ziarovych hroboch, aj ked’ na inych tizemiach sa s jeho prejavmi
stretdvame aj v pripade kostrovych hrobov. Identifikované boli tri hlavné sposoby destrukcie
kovovych predmetov : deformaécia so stopami ohiia (¢iasto¢nd alebo tiplnd); stupert deformécie
ovplyviioval naslednt identifikaciu predmetu; ohybanie, deformécia origindlneho tvaru
predmetu; fragmentarizacia - zamerné lamanie predmetu.

Zvyk ritudlneho ni¢enia zbrani bol v keltskych ziarovych hroboch pomerne ¢asty. Tomuto
fenoménu sa vo svojich pracach venovalo viacero badatel'ov (Buchwald 2005, 121; Mandescu
2012; Pleiner/Scott 1993, 161). Do databazy bolo zahrnutych 77 bojovnickych hrobov
z 15 keltskych pohrebisk. V takmer 51 % z nich boli identifikované zdmerne nic¢ené zbrane
a stcasti vyzbroje. Podiel hrobov s poSkodenymi zbrariami z tzemia Slovenska a Zadunajska
mierne rozdielny. Z tizemia Moravy a Dolného Raktska pochadza len velmi maly pocet
ziarovych bojovnickych hrobov (9 hrobov).

Mozeme rozlisit niekolko zakladnych typov poskodzovania zbrani a stucasti vyzbroje.
V niekol'kych pripadoch boli identifikované stopy ohra bez vyraznejsej deformacie predmetu,
avsak najcastejsim typom deformadcie mecov bolo ohnutie ¢epele. Toto bolo uskuto¢tiované
viacerymi spdsobmi - esovite ohnuté; 2 az 4-krat; ohnutie priblizne v strede; zvinutie ¢epele
jednym smerom/zrolovanie; jemne zvlnend c¢epel (obr. 1). Vo vacésine hrobov bola spolu
s mecom pritomna aj posva, ktord bola prevazne ohnuta spolu s me¢om. Fragmentécia zbrani
a vyzbroje bola identifikovana len na pohrebisku v Malych Kosihach (hroby 6, 31, 75 a 453).

Prvé hroby s dokladmi intencionalneho poskodzovania inventara sa v priestore stredného
Podunajska objavuja od stupnia LT B1. Prevazne islo o hroby bojovnikov s deformovanymi
zbrariami a sticastami vyzbroje. V zapadokeltskom prostredi sa ritudlne nicenie inventara
ziarovych hrobov objavuje uz vo vcasnolaténskom obdobi (napr. hrob 7 na pohrebisku
v Nebringene; Krimer 1964, 26, Taf. 10A: 1).

Podrobnejsia chronologickd analyza tohto zvyku na sledovanych pohrebiskach v priestore
stredného Podunajska je komplikovana najmd malym poc¢tom hrobov patriacich do stupriov
LTB1aLTB1/B2. VSetky ziarové hroby z tizemia Moravy, v ktorych sa nachadzali poskodené
zbrane patria do stupiia LT C1 (presnejsie fdza LT Clb-c). Maly pocet ziarovych hrobov
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z tzemia Dolného Rakuska prakticky vylacil moznost akejkol'vek podrobnej chronologickej
analyzy. Preto boli hodnotené len Zziarové hroby z tzemia juhozdpadného Slovenska
a Zadunajska. Medzi tymito dvoma regionmi moéZeme pozorovat viacero rozdielov v rdmci
zvyku zdmerného poskodzovania hrobového inventara. V stupni LT B2 obsahovalo viac
ako 50 % analyzovanych bojovnickych hrobov deformované zbrane. Zatial ¢o v hroboch
z tzemia juhozapadného Slovenska mozeme od prechodného stupna LT B2/C1 sledovat
postupné ustupovanie tohto zvyku, v hroboch zo Zadunajska sledujeme po mensom tstupe
zvyku opdtovny narast po¢tu hrobov s poskodenymi zbratiami (obr. 4). Tieto zmeny by
mohli stvisiet s prichodom novej viny keltskych migrantov, ktord prichadza do oblasti
stredného Podunajska v priebehu prechodného stupria LT B2/Cl1. Ich prichod je dolozeny
nielen zakladanim novych pohrebisk, ale aj objavenim sa novych druhov Zenského $perku
(Bujna 2004, 331). Nie je mozné identifikovat urcity druh deformacie zbrani ako typicky
prejav pre urcity chronologicky stupen vyvoja (obr. 5). Vsetky typy deformaécie st pritomné
pocas celého obdobia pochovévania na keltskych pohrebiskach.

Na sledovanych keltskych pohrebiskach v stredodunajskom priestore sa s tymto zvykom
stretdvame len v Ziarovych hroboch. Podobny zaver publikoval aj D. Mandescu pre tizemie
Transylvanie (Mandescu 2012, 347).

Vysvetleni zvyku zadmerného poskodzovania vybavy Ziarovych hrobov bolo v literattare
uvedenych niekol'ko. Zbrane mohli byt ni¢ené demonstrativne pred tcastnikmi pohrebnych
ritudlov z jednoduchych praktickych dovodov, aby predisli naslednému vykradaniu hrobov
(Pinter 2001, 56-58). Zbrat ako taka prestavovala symbolické predizenie bojovnikovej paze.
Vytvarala s jeho telom jeden celok, ktory musel byt po jeho smrti znic¢eny (Rustoiu 2008, 91).
Ak by tomu tak bolo, preco moézeme sledovat tento zvyk len vo vybranych bojovnickych
hroboch? Podla viacerych badatel'ov stivisi ritudlne ni¢enie inventara hrobov so strachom,
ktory vyvolavala smrt urcitych jedincov v komunite. KedZe rituély boli motivované nielen
nabozenskymi predstavami, ale aj povercivostou jednotlivych ¢lenov komunity je tazké
identifikovat ich poévodny zamer.

Obrazova priloha

Obr. 1. Rozne typy deformécie mecov. A - Dubnik, hrob 27 (podla Bujna 1989, Taf. XXVIL:
B-6); B - Ludas, hrob 703 (podla Szabd/Tanko 2012, P1. XVI: 1); C - Pottenbrunn, hrob 1005 (podla
Ramsl 2002, Taf. 80: 7a); D - Ludas, hrob 879 (podl'a Szabd/Tanké 2012, P1. XXI: 1). R6zne mierky

Obr. 2. Rozne typy deformacie kopiji. A - Dubnik, hrob 15 (podl'a Bujna 1989, Taf. XII: B-4);
B - Ludas, hrob 879 (podla Szabd/Tanke 2012, P1. XXII: 1); C - Ludas, hrob 1005 (podla Szabd/
Tanko 2012, P1. XXXIII: 2). R6zne mierky

Obr. 3. Rozne priklady ohnutia stitovych puklic. A - Chotin X, hrob 27/72 (podl'a Ratimor-
ska 1981, Tab. XXB: 4); B - Ludas, hrob 879 (podla Szabd/Tanké 2012, P1. XXIII: 2); C - Ludas,
hrob 1056 (podla Szabd/Tanko 2012, P1. XLII: 8). R6zne mierky

Obr. 4. Chronologicka analyza poskodzovania zbrani v Ziarovych hroboch bojovnikov
z tzemia Slovenska a Zadunajska. Cislo v zatvorke oznacuje pocet bojovnickych hrobov
v urcitej chronologickej faze.

Obr. 5. Poskodzovanie zbrani v analyzovanych keltskych Ziarovych hroboch zo Slovenska
(S) a Zadunajska (T). Cislo v zatvorke oznacuje pocet bojovnickych hrobov v ur¢itej chrono-
logickej faze.

Tabela 1. Analyzované keltské pohrebiskd z regionu stredného Podunajska.
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